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IV. Whether the common wants of Chriſtian Congre- 
gations may not be better repreſented in conceiv'd 
Prayers than in Forms ? | 
V. Whether there be any warrant for Forms of. Prayer 

either in Scripture or pure Antiquity ? 
VI. Whether ſuppoſing Forms to be lawful, the impo- | 
ſition of them may be lawfully complied with ? 
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Whether the common Caſes aud Wants of Chriſtians can be 
ou wel exptecſs'd in one Conſtant ts a Conceid 
rayer 2 / 


hae nt That not onely the Caſes of particy- 

iſtians, bur the” common Cafes of Chri- 
| " ſtiay Sociatie and Allſemblics are ſubje&-to inti- 
© nite: Changes: and Alterations ; that chey have 3 
many times new Judgments to be humbled for, new <p 
Bleſſings to return thanks for, new Dangers to ns. Sg 


care, 'and new Hopes to purſue and ſollicit, which the x 
honey rs of our ſtanding Forms could not foreſee, 2% 
and for which by conſequence they could not provide _—_- 
ſurable- Petitions and Thankſgivings ; beſides which, "I 
particular Churches may at one time be more-;pure -- 


3 and reform'd; and at another'time more: deprav'd and . 
ted; and certainly fach different ftates require - 0 
different Confeſſions and Prayers: and therefore to ſure 

and” adapt one common Form to common Caſes and - 
Neceſſities, which are ſo very variable and alterable, W 
ſeems as vain an attempt, as*twould be to make aCoat — 
ro fit the Moon in all its changes ; whereas were the 


publick Prayets left to be conceived aan — 
Miniſters, ſufficient proviſion be. made 
theſe alterations and changes, by their varying their | 
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vary: and therefore ſince her Prayers are moſt 
ot can ene 
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think it very,unlawful that the publick 

| be perform'd by a Form. In order to the full and plain 
reſolution of this Caſe therefore I ſhall ay.down-theſe 
following Propoſitions : 


- 


1. That the common Cafes and Neceſſities of Chri- 
ſtians are for the main always.the ſame, and: taerefore 
may be more fully .comprehended in:a Form, than in 
an extempore Prayer : for publick Prayers: _ not 
to deſcend to particular Caſes and Neceſſities, becauſe 
they are the Prayers of the whole Congregation, and 
therefore ought to comprehend no-more than what is 
more or leſs every man's Caſe and Neceflity :: «They 
ought to confeſs fin in no other particular inſtances or 
aggravations, than ſuchas are juſtly chargeable upon a 
Con tion of Chriſtians ; nor to petition or return 
thanks for any other Mercies , but what a Chriſtian 
Congregation may be ſuppoſed either to ſtand in need 
of, or to have receiv'd ; becauſe the Confeſſion, Peti- 
tion, and Thankſgiving is in the name of the whole 
tion , and therefore ought to comprize no- 
thing in them-but what is the common Caſe of all, 
and what every one may truly and ſincerely joyn with. 
Now as for theſe matters of Prayer which are com- 
mon to Chriſtian Congregations, they are for the main 
always the ſame ; __ ſins and vations of fin 
which were fit for a common Confeſſion of Chriſtians 
one thouſand years ago,: are for the main as fit for our 
common Confeſſions to this day ; and the Mercies 
which we need and receivein common now, are for the 
main the ſame with what all Chriſtians before us have 
needed and receiv'd in common. As for inſtance, the 
Mercies which in publick Prayer ought to be petition'd 
for, are ſuch as alt Chriſtians have a common need of, 
and ought tc have a common concern for; ſuch as = 
Or 
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forgiveneſs of 'cur-firs} whe peaegcof;aur-Gtulelenees; © | 
the aſſiſtance of Divine Graco tw delives us2fronys'the 
power -of ſig? and 'Satan, and- maks-ux:neer'to-be © 
partakers of the inheritanee of rhe Saints in:Jight, 're- - 
© demptionfrom Death and Hell,-proteftion:and-ſucceſs | 
in all our honeſt Concerns and Yndertakitigs} and the 
dayly ſapply of our bodily Wants:and' Necetiiries;"and 
in general, "the preſervation-and:direftiorr of -ouriGe-. 
vernours, the: peace RR —— Coun: 
try, the -proſperity of-+the Church :the> propagation} 
| of: rhe Golmdyaend «tderfarcely of 'its:Minifters in the 
work” of the Lord. i: And theſe were thermain mitter : 
of: thescomrmon' Petitibasrof Obriflian pbople:a'thot.. | - 
fand years go; and wiltbe fo:a thouſand years hence: - - vw 
Since therefore/the:matter:of publick'Priyer-is for the |. 
main always the ſame;'Þ can: fee-no:reafoniwhy,Iifo far. 
a$it is'the ſame; irimay:nor be:more: comprehenſively 
expreſs d inaForm;thaninanextemporePrayer 5which 
depending : on: the preſent invention and 'memory-of 
the: ſpeaker; it's impoſſible almoſt',” but of fo many 
particulars, ſome ſhould be['many. times vimitred;or ge 
leaſt riot ſo fully and diſtin&ly exprel&d,'as it might be 
in a welkconſider'd Form ; -the Compoſer of whictt x 
hath much more time to recolle& the matter, and may- =” 
ſupply whatſoever was omitted at firſt, upon a ſecond .'- == 
or 2 third reviſal :: and I dare appeal to any impartial - f 
Judge, whether in our Churches Litany,' how meanly- - > 
ſoever our Brethren may think of it, there-be not a "2 
much more diſtin enumeration of the mainparticulars | - 23 
of publick Petitions, than ever he met with in any ex- —_ 
temporary Prayer. .. . FI: +2 = 
2. That ſuch alterations of .the commoniCaſes and- . 
Neceſlities of Chriſtian Churches:as-could-not be fore” "0 
ſeen and provided for at the firſt forming of 'their-Li- 
turgies, may for the moſt part. bz provided for in new 


Forms, 
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Forms, when theythappen; -for ſo,0ur Gliurch, we fee, 
bathy dofic as all feb new. Gaſes as-are of a more:pub-: 
lick; and-generab tancern ; though 'the Compoſers of 
our Liturgy could not foreſee the Horrid Powder-Plor, 
andthe frange diſcovety of it, the impious Murder of 
the late Kipg,' and+the happy Reſtoration of this, yer: 
upen;the-happening of:thoſe great Events, our Churel 
-hath-always taken care to provide ſuch Forms ot pub- 
lick Prayer as are every way ſuitable to the Caſe : and. 
as for -thoſe extraordinary Caſes which might be fore. 
ſeen ; becauſe they happen 'more frequently in. the ' 
courſe; of things; 'fuch-as wantiot Rain, or fair Weather, 
Dearth and: War, Plague and Sickneſs, there may; be 
Forms compoſed for them afore-hand, as there are:in 
our Church's Liturgy ; ſo that-it -51no Argument at all 
againſt publick Forms, that» they: cannot make-a: due 
proviſionFor extraordinaty Caſes-and Events={:for be- 
tore they happen , extempore: Prayers: can: ho more 
make due proviſion for them-than Forms; and after 
they happen, as due a proviſion may be:madefor them 
by -Fortns as by extemporePrayers. _, ,. _. 

/3- That. vpptfng ſuch proviſion: for extraordinary 
Caſes be not or catinot be made'-in the:publick Form, 
yet that is no Argument why it ſhould not be uſed fo 
far forth as it comprehends the main of the common 
Caſes and Neceſlities of the People : for, as I ſhew'd 
before, the main. matter of publick'Prayer may be 
much more fully comprehended in a ſtudied Form, _ 
than it can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be in an extem- 
pore Prayer; in which, in all probability, there will 
be :more omiſſions, as to what reſpe&ts the ordinary 
_ caſes of Chriftians;than there are inthe publick Form, as 

<0 what reſpetts their extraordinary caſes ? fo that if the 
Form ought not to be: uſed, becauſe it extends not al 
ways to all their extraosdinary Caſes , for the _ 
| realon 


ay; 19, Alls their: ordinary: Caſes 

-proved. at: arge, the uſe?'of 
hi _ accounts of grear advantage to: 

Deyotion , it's' vety reaſonable hat th 

ſhou # be uſed.  farforth a5 they-cam and do expr 
rhe common Cafes and Neceſſities; and that the 
ſhould not be deprived of the benefit of joyning witl. 
them in the main matters of publick Prayer, becauſe 
fuch extraordinary ! matzers may occur 'as either are not 
or can be expreſs'd in them; eſpecially when 

'4- The defe& of fuch gew proviſion, for extracr-:. 
dinary<Caſes, may be 'ſupplicd by the Miniſter in a-- 
publick Prayer of his own: ON as I obſerved before... 
our Church allows, arrat leaſts permitstho Miniſter to - 
uſe. 2 Prayer of his own. compoſure; id:the Pulpit; in. 
WT F any Fxtmaninary Mercy: or Judgment, ow 
W ere. 1s rovitpn involt!LLiqurgie,” happert- 
to Es Jo i1sNo! of bis Peg he - 
may and 0 to lupply't bony ery 'People - 
with ſuch Coaofeſfiogs, , ;Petizions ;: afd .. 
as are proger au 6 able 4 othe-octaiont :and:whers 

this is allow'd, of or Pernaitred,. the arty 5=Ds 

ſuch extraordinary Cates j in the eftabliſhe! Liturgy ca - 
be no. bar at all. againſt tho-uſe of i it, Rn. 
ers be good, ,and | | 
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gencies dd admidifitrprtie\3hmy Tar the generalir 
welk@pmpretiended-108 a/fe oe ins new'extem 
porePrayer ;-and theupph Xhild not'sr Eould'nor Þe. 
expreſs'd in the publick Form, Fetthat is no bac2gainſt 
our-joyning with itin all bther matters of 1 Priyer” eſpe- 
cially when theſe'new matters of Prayer Sn come 


prehended and exprefs'd ina publick Prayer, f the Mi. 


onend $ OWN compoſure. - 
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' Whether NEW be any Warrant for Forms rhe « Pre in 
$ cripture, or pure Antiquity : > 


N which' Caſe there'are two'Enquiries to be made : 
] r. Whether there beany Warrant for F orms of Pray- 
er in the-holy.Scriprore? 2: Whether there be any e- 
yidence of the publiekiuſe of them in the”] primitive and 
-purer Ages of the: Church > 

x. Whether there bzary Warrant for theuſe of Forms 
of Prayer in-holy'Scripture*- Where by Warrant muſt 
be meant-cither, firſt, poſitive Command; 'or ſecondly; 
allow'd Example; ; for upon-both theſe our Brethren'in- 
fiſt : Firſt, rhey require us'to produce ſome poſitive 
"Command; upon this preterite; tlixt nothing ought to 
4 be uſed in the Worſhip of God, butwhat is commanded 
s. by him;; which, how true/it'is, is not my preſent buſi. 
Þ- - neſs $0 enquire,that being done/already Aer? ne 
'$ .  poſeiirithe Caſe about yas rv rewt Thing, s. But beca 
on this, pretence.our Brethrenreje&t He uſe of Forts as 
unlawful, I ſhall endeavour to-prove- theſe two things: , 

x.: That ſuppoſing this' pretenes'were true, yet” it 
doth. nor concludeagainſt the uſe of Forms. 
 -2.: That ſuppoſing itdid-/eonctude'aþainſt the uſe of 
Forms, it equally concludes againſt conceiv'd or extem- 
pore Prayer. 1.That 
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x. That ſuppoſing this. 


* 


in his Worſhip, yet it- doth not conclude againſt the: 
uſe of Forms: for though we do not pretend that God 


hath any-where commanded us to pray to him by, 

Forms and no otherwiſe, or that all the Prayers which, 

we at any time offer to. him, ſhould,be firſt compoſed. 

into a Form; yet wedo aflert,that he hath nord ſome, 
t 


Forms to be uſed and offer'd up in Prayer, though toge- 


ther with thoſe particular Forms we rant there might. 
er Prayers to te- 


be, and doubtleſs ſometimes were ot e 
offer'd up to him. Thus in the Old Teſtament we read, 


of ſungry Forms of Prayer,injoyn'd to.be uſed. by God. 
himſelf, and which is the ſame thing; by perſogs imme-. 
diately inſpired ; . ſo Numb. 6. 23,' 24,25, 26.*0n this , 


wiſe, or thus, ſhall Aaron and his ſons bleſs the children 
of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, The Lord Bleſs thee aud keep 


thee, the Lord make his. face ſhine upon thee, the Lord. 


lift up his -countexance upon thee , and give. thee peace. 
In which words the Prieſt did folemnly invocate and 
pray for a Bleſſing on the people, and he is commanded 


todo it, ſaying unto them this very Form of words, 
The Lord bleſs thee, &c. which is as plain an injunftion. 


of this Form, as words can well expreſs., So alſo in the, 


expiation of uncertain Murder , Det. 21. 7, 8. the. - 


people are injoyn'd by God to ſay, Be merciful, O Lord, 
anto thy people Iſrael, whom thou baſt redeem'd, and lay 
not innocent bloud unto thy people of Iſrael's charge. 
So alſo at their paying their third years Tythes,. they 
wereexpreſly injoyn'd to uſe this Form of wards, . have, 
brought away the hallowed things out of mine houſe, &<. 

down from thy holy habitation fron heaven, .ana 
Bleſs thy people Iſrael, and the land which. thou haſt gh-. 
ven unto us, as thou ſwareſt unto our fathers,the land. = 


flows with milk and: honey. 9nd as God. injoyn'd þ | 
Pe *** "the 


FAS > SHIT 2+ 
>> > 

ny 

* * 


pretence were true, viz. That 
what is not commanded by God, ought not to be uſed. 
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theſe and ſach-like- Forms for particular gccaſions ,* 
David; by-infpiration frony God, appointed:thern vie” 
Book of Pſa/ms for their Publick Service: for: ſo: in-- 
the Titles we-find ſeveral of them. particularly recom- 
mended: to the Choires of the Prieſts: and: Levites for 
parts of their Vocal Service, fome to the Sons of Horab, 
others to Afaph, others to Feduthwn, and: a-great many 
to the Maſter of the Muſick: And though others have: 
no title at alf, as particularly the g6th-and ro5th, yer 
T Chron. 16. 7. we find that they were delrver'd” by 
David i»to-the hands of Aſaph and his brethren, for 
Forms of Praife 'and Thankſgiving to- God; and ac«- 
cordingly; 2 Chron. 29. 30. we are told 'that-Fezghiah 
the King commanded the Levites-to fing- praiſe unto- the 
Lord, with the words of David and of Aſaph the ſeer. 
And'this Liturgy was renew'd' by Ezra;. at the laying 
the Foundations'of the ſecond Temple ; for ſo, Zxwa3.- 
Io, Ir. the Prieſts and Levites were order'd- to:-praife 
the Lord after-the Ordinance of David' Xing of Tſnach 
and accordingly hey as: Jy oo by conrſe, in-praifing- 
and giving thanks unto the Lord; beeauft he is good, for- 
his mercy. endureth for ever towards Iſrael. And beſides: 
alt: rheſe- inſtances: of Forms of Prayer appointed: 
God 'in the Old'Teftament, we have a very conſis 
derable. one in the New, and that is the Lord's Prayer, 
which in Zate 11. 2, our Saviour thus prefcribes, Where. 
ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c: in which he dorh\ as ex-- 
preſly injayn_them the uſing of that Form of-words as+ - 
was poſſible. for him to-do-in any-humane Language: - 
for if he had ſaid, When ye pray, ſay. or «ff this Form 
of words , it” could not+ have been- more expreſſive of 
his intention to impoſe it as:a Form; than\hisbiddim 
them; when they, pray'd, to ſay, Our Father: And. 
we will not-admt-. that to- be- the: fence» of a Texr; 
which the words of-it do as phiinly ſignifi as they. 
| : h could 
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could have done if it wore, welhave-:no wayeondeter- 
4mine the ſence of any Secriptare;bur may etermdlly 

upon the plaineſt words:of it with quirks of wit ad 
fancy. 'But it 4s objected Þy our Brethren , That in 
Marth. 6. 9. where our 'Saviour-alfo- delivers this Prayer 
ro the Diſciples, inſtead of bidding them ay Ow Fa- 
eher, he onely-bids them pray after this manner, Oar 
Parber, &cc. 'which is a phiniargumeant, ay>rizy,! that 
hegave it to them not as a Form, bat/as Putter ant! 
Direory of Prayer, To which 1 anfwer, z. Thait 
Where the fame matter is: mention'd :a afly: 
one Text, and plainly and. exprdy nur +Iris'a 
neceſſary rule:of .mrerpretation, / that the-ſaiwne) of the 
doubtful -and ambiguous Text 'fhould be determin'd 


by the-words of the plain 'and-expreſs Text. Now it's - 
Plain; that 3m 4 25915604 Pray Plus, 3s of w/idoubridl 


ſigaification, and may. us well-denate, Pry in'ghefe 
words; as/after thisPatrern and?DireQion ; -andieiwhko 
is bid ro-pray thus, "obeys the: command; whenhior te 
prays for 'the: ſame things mothers, or- in the: ſatis 
words; fo that had our Saviour expreſs'd himfel it ab 
other words but thele, it might haveibeen doubrfyl 
whether: he meant to: preſeribe'it.as a' Form; wor asa 


DireQtory: of 'Przy er: | bur !fay; 07 Flitber,; is: plank 


and 'exprefly, ſay theſe worts ;' Oar Karber'; 'and tie 
who is bid to fay uch'words, :diſobeysthe command, 
chough he: ſhould Tay the\ſame thing ar otherwwords : 
do that-had/ our [Savior iexprefs'd himſelf in nowthier 


words but 'theſe, | there could haye been no doubt bur 


that his meaning''was 20: 7preſeribe thoſe words'1fora 
Form of Prayer; unlefrwe coarkl have fuppoſed; rhet 


by this-[njanction, 1/ay Owr Father; we:are mor © 
to far Oar Father; run how! could we have 


that, withour high preſumption, (md i-:nor bed 1 
protence- of Sree 4 Cs: Since therefore 
wy z My 
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pray thus: is a doubtful expreſſion, it is very realonable 
it ſhould be interpreted by ſay Our Father, which is a 
- plain and determinate one; and if fo, the ſenſe of both 
muſt be this, When ye pray, uſe this Form of words, 
which I here preſcribe you, Our Father, &xc. 21y. I 
anſwer , that our Saviour gave not this Prayer to his 
Diſciples after the manner of a DireQory , but after 
the manner of a Form of Prayer : had he given it. to 
them meerly as a direftion what they were to pray 
for , in all probability he would have expreſt himſetf 
after another manner , and inſtead of bidding them 
fay Onr Father, or pray thus, Our Father, he gyould 
have bid+them call upon God by the Name of their 
heavenly Father, and beſeech him to cauſe his Name 
to be glorified and hallowed in the World, and his 
Kingdom to ſpread and advance, &c. inſtead of which, 
he gives them .a form'd Prayer, and bids them ſay it : 
And therefore ſince he gaveit tothem after the manner 
of a Form, and not efter the manner of a DireC&ory, 
_ and ſince we may reaſonably ſuppoſe that he intended 
they ſhould uſe it after the ſame manner in which he 
gave it, it follows,” that he pave it to them,to be uſed 
asa Form, -and: not meerly as a Pattern: or DireQory. 
3ly. I anſwer, That ſuppoſing; that when: he. bid ther 
pray thus, in the ſixth. of St. Matthew, he preſcrib'd it 
onely as a DireQory for Prayer, yet it doth not follow 
but that when he bad them ſay Our Father, 1n_the 21th 
of Lake, lie might preſcribe-1t:as a Form, ; becauſe: it -i5 
not the ſame preſcription 'in both; : but. difterent, and 
given them at a different time, and- upon a different 
occaſion : the firſt was given them in the Sermon upon 
the Mount, and in the ſecond: year after his-Baptiſm.; 
the ſecond -was/given them! upon their- own 'requelt, 
after he had done praying, -and in the third year after 
his Baptiſm : and whoſoever. ſhall conſult both. places, 
will 


will ſoon be convinc'd that the Lords Prayer ia:St- 
Luke was delivered at another time, 4nd upan-a quite: 
different occaſion from that in'St, Matthew... J's highly 
probable therefore that the Diſciples, when, *twas deli- 
vered in St. Matthew, lookt upon it meerly as given/'em 


by way of a Directory or Copy by which they, were | 


to frame and compoſe their Prayers: | for if they had: 
thought it given 'em as a Form of Pray er,it is not imagi-- 
nable why they ſhould requeſt him to teach 'em a Form: 


to pray by again,. when he had taught 'em one before :. 


either therefore their requeſt in St. Lute muſt be very. 
impertinent , or it muſt be, to deſire kim to teach//em- 
ſomething more than they apprehended he had taught: 
*em in St. Matthew; but they knew that in St. Matthew: 
he had taught *em already how, and inwhat manner to: 
pray ; and therefore what further could they now rc-: 


queſt of him in St. Luke, but that he wquld; teach 'ema. 


Form of Prayer? Suppoſing then that St. Mazrbew'swords 


were intended by our Saviour meerly fora Directory ac-: 


cording as his Diſciples apprehended, yet it doth. not 
follow that St.Lake's were ſo intended too,becauſe.it was 
not onely given at a different time,and upon a different: 
occaſion, but-the occaſion was their, requeſting our $a- 
viour to teach 'em ſomething more-than what he. had- 
taught 'em in St,Matthew, that is, formething more than. 
a _ ey wo . Dire&ory aa and wharelh 
could that ſomething more be but a Form.2 . Eſpecially: 
conſidering,” 4/y. That the occaſion, of -Ghriſts, giving 
'em this Prayer.in. St. Lake, was, their requeſting) han 
to teach 'em to pray as John taught his .Dgſciplts.c... 
it was the cuſtom of the Jewiſh Doctors, as our Learned 
Lightfoot hath. proved, GE Foe wi, 

h of Prayex;as the. Badge and Livery of tag Dj 
accordingto: which'cuſtom. it ſeems, Fob the Raprylt, þ 
taught his Diſciples a Form, of his. 'owa..compgl 
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"which the Diſciples of Feſus underſtanding, they muke 


it their requeſt 'to him, that he, according © this fau- 
. dable cuſtom, would teach them to pray alto, that is, 
reach 'em -a'Form of Prayer even as Fohx had taughc 


his Diſciples: And that it was a Form, and not :meerly 
2 DireRory of Prayer which they requeſted, is evident 
not -onely from this cuſtom of the Jew#th Dottors, bur 
allo from the reaſon of the thing : for how can we rea- 
ſonably imagine that either Fob» or our Saviours Dil- 
ciples ſhould be ignorant how to pray, ſince as they 
were Jews, they had their ſet hours of dayly Prayer 
which- they conſtantly obſerved 2 wiz. the third, the 
ſixth, and the ninth, beſides which, as-T'obferv'd be- 
fore;the Diſciples of our Saviour had already received a 
Directory of Prayer from him ; ſo that without all con- 
troverſie, that which they now requeſt of -him was not 
a Dire&ory but aForm: When thereforepon this their 
requeſt he bid *'tm ſay, Our Father, they had all the 
reaſan in theWorld to believe that he preſeribed it as a 
Form; :and unleſshe preſcrib'd it asa'Form, he did-not 
anſwer their requeſt even when he pretended toanfwer 


-- But it 3s further objefted by oar Brethren, That ſap. 
poſing our Saviour tid preſcribe 1t-a5a Form of Prayer 
to his Diſciples, yet it was onely pro rempore, till fuch 
tune as they alt beter tully nw Chr ory inabled to 
pray by the coming of the holy Ghoſt. /To- inforee 
whickythey obſerve,that this Prayer wasnot-direted by 
Chriſt/to be offered upin hisNaine; asall their Proyers 
were*to be after his Aenſion mto Heaven : forthough 
Þitherto , that is , while Chriſt was upon Earth, his 
Diſciples had arked nothing in his Name, John 26.44, yet 
he enjoyns em-after his 'Aſcenfion #0 adi His Name, 
ape 14. Fohy 16. 23; whieh is/a plain token; 
fy they, that if he did preferibe 'em this Prayer as-e 


Form, 
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ſhoaldi be-of no lon 

ell after his: Aſcention ; otherwiſe he would haveinſers Wen 
rd into it his own Name; in which from thenve-to' the , 
end of the World'all Chriftian Prayers were to beof 
| fer'd-up: and accordingly, ſay they, in at-the New 
Teſtament we havenor the leaſt intimation of the Dif 
ciples uſing'this Form. 

In anſwer to which Objection, T ſhall endeavour to: 
make out theſe-threethings: r. That'our Savionr hath. 
not given us the lcaſtiintimation, that he preferib'd this. 
Form pro tempore onely, or for a certain/time.- 2: Tliat- 
his not inferting hisown Name'into it, 1s no argurnent 
at all that he ſo meant or intended. 3. That though 
there be no mention: in the New Feſtament- of tlie: Al 
poſtlesand:Diſtiples uſingit, yet this i5no argument' et-- 
ther that they did! not ule it, or believe rhemfelves o-. 
bliged to ule it; 

r. That our Saviour hath nct given us the leaſt inti-. 
mation that he preftribed-this- Form pro rempore onely, _ 
and: not. fori continual uſe; nor' indeedido'thefe who OY. 
obje&tit,, produce: the leaft ſhadow of any ſuch intimia-. | : 
tio: and 1'would befeeet my Brethren to cenfidert of. 
what” dangerous: confequence it may be for' them'to 
pronounce” Cliriſt's Inſtizurions* null ', and extingurfh 
the: Obligations 'of them; without producing: his avu-. 
thority for-it : for, at the ſame rate, they:\may make 7 
void-alt rhe!Inſtitations of our Saviour; and* pronounce _ 
even Baptiſm and-the' Lord's Supper' retnporary Pre- "2 
ſcriptions, as: the''Qaaktrs'do, as well as the Lord's 
Prayer: WhatfoeveriCheiſt hath inftitutedwithour li- 
muaation'of' time; ' doth 'always- oblige, thongh the | 
perpetuity ofirhe Obligation beinor'exprefs'd by him : 
and therefore- unleſs the Obje&ors car prove” that 
_Chriftt hath limited the uſe: of the Lord's Prayer! to 
ſuch on: ſucty ai time), ſay Oir' Farber muſtias: fmuch 
cog oblige 


oblige now, as it did when it was firſt deliver'd. But 
perhaps.it may be ſaid, that though Chriſt hath nor in 
exprels words limited the uſe ot- this Form: to ſuch a 
time, yet ſince his own Name, wherein all Prayers 
were to te offerd up after his aſcention, .is not in- 
ſerted into it, this is a fair intimation, that he never 
intended it ſhould beuſed after his aſcention. I anſwer 
therefore, | | 

2. That-his-not inſerting his-own Name into it, is 
no argument at all that he never intended it ſhould 
be uſed after his aſceation : we do acknowledge, that 
after he was aſcended and fate down at the right hard of 
his Father, all his followers were obliged to gffer up 
their Prayers in his Name or Mediation ; but withal 
we do affirm, that they may offer up their Prayers in 
his Name, though they do not name him: for thus 
we have ſeveral Prayers of Chriſt's Diſciples: recorded 
inthe New Teſtament, which, without donbt, were 
.offer'd in his Name, and yet his Name is not inſerted 
4n them, at leaſt not as implying his mediation, as 
particularly As 4. 24. for indeed to pray in the Name 
-of Chriſt, is to pray in his mediation, and to hope and 
.depend upon his facrifice and interceſſion for a gracious 
anſwer of our Prayers: and if we expett all good 
through Jeſus, and wholly rely upon his merit for the 
.acceptance of our Prayers, we pray in his Name though 
we do not name him ; fo that Chriſt's not inſerting 
his Name into this Prayer of his, doth not at all hin- 
der us from offering it up in his mediation. *Tis true, 
could it be made appear, that he did not intend we 
ſhould offer this Prayer in his Name, it would thence 
follow, that he did not intend we ſhould uſe it after 
his aſcention ; - but his not inſerting his Name into it, 
is no argument at all that he did not intend we ſhould 
offer it 1n his Name, ſince we may as well and truly 


offer 
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offer it in his Name, though nit, 

if he were; and he hath nor given us the leaſt intimg- 
tion of his will to the contrary: 'tis true, he did-nor 
xpreſs his Name in it, becauſe as yet they to whom 
i& gave it, were not to ask in his Name, he being noe 
yet aſcended; but now that he is aſcended, we can as 
well offer it in his Name, as if his Name had- beea 
expreſs'd in it : how then dothit follow, that becauſe he 
did not dire& them to offer it in his Name before his 
aſcention, therefore he did not intend they ſhould offer 
it in his Name afterwards ? eſpecially conſidering that 
he himſelf had fo fram'd it, that after his aſceation, 
when tf DoQtrine of his Mediation was to be more fully 
explain'd tothem,they could not offer it atall but inand 
through his mediation : for now that we underſtand his 
mediation , we know that we are the Sons of God, 
in and through him ; and therefore when we thus in» 
voke- God , Father whicb art in Heaven, we by 

implicitly . invoke him in and. through Jeſus Chril 
through whom alone we acknowledge it is that God is 
arly our Father. Since therefore our Saviour 
ſo compoſed this Form, as that after his aſceation 
| his Followers conld offer it up no.otherwiſe, but in and 
his' mediation, this is a plain indication,.. tha 
he inrended that after his afcention they ſhould. of 
it in his mediation, though his Name be not expre: 
in it ; and what though it be not expreſt 2 yet it may 

be expreſt,. and always hath been in-the Prayers im- 
ccety: pratng it : for though we do believe that 
our Saviour hath commanded us to uſe this Form, at 


publick 
before it 


y in th ; 8.) 
ordimarily do, that *ris in _ Name and cs Fol 
| | lus 
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Jeſus Chriſt that we pray, Our Father,&c.. Since there- 
fore when we ſay Our Father, we do implicitly pray in 
. Chriſt's mediation, and alſo explicitly in the Prayers 
annext to it, how doth it follow, that becauſe Chriſt's 
Name isnot expreſs'd in it , therefore he did not intend 
we ſhould offer it in his mediation, or therefore he did 

not intend it for a ſtanding Form? - | 
3. That though there be no mention in the New 
Teſtament of the Apoſtles and Diſciples uſing it, yet 
this is no argument either that they did not uſe it, or 
that they did not believe themſelves oblig'd to uſe it : 
for-the great deſigne of the New Teſtament being to: 
ive an account of the Life of Jeſus, and of the Do» 
ines and Precepts of his Religion, together with. 
thoſe miraculous Works by which it was confirm'd, 
it can no more be expeted that the Prayers of the 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies ſhould be recorded in it, than that 
the Liturgy of the Church of Exgland ſhould be recited 
in the Expoſition of the Creed, or the whole Duty of 
Man. And thereforeas the New Teſtament takes no 
notice. of their uſing the Lord's Prayer , fo neither 
doth it take notice of any other particular Prayer that 
they uſed in their publick Aſſemblies : from whence 
we may as reaſonably conclude, that they uſed no 
Prayer at all, notwithſtanding our Lord commanded 
them to pray, as that they did not uſe the Lord's 
Prayer, notwithſtanding he commanded them. to ſay, 
Our Father ; or 'at leaſt that they did not Baptize in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy GhoF , ſince notwithſtanding Chriſt commanded 
them-to do ſo, yet there is no record in. the New 
Teſtament' of their baptizing any perſons in that 
Form. So that from: the ſilence of the New Teſta- 
ment in this matter, it would be very unreaſonable 
to infer , that the Apoſtles omitted the Lords Prayer, 
notwith- 


notwithſtanding he once commanded them to uſe it; 
eſpecially conſidering that thoſe who lived neareſt the 
Apoſtolical Ages, and fo were the moſt competent 
Judges of what was done in them, where the Scripture 
is ſilent, did always uſe this Form in their publick 
Prayers, and believe themſelves obliged to do ſo: For 
thus in the Apoſtolick Age Lucian makes mention of a 
Prayer which they uſed in their publick Worſhip, ws -«- 
Tg: «paper, beginning from the Father ; which doubtleſs 
was the Lek Prayer: vid. Lucian. Philop. And 
Tertullian , who lived about an hundred years after 
the Appſtolical Age, diſcourſing of the Lord's Prayer, 
tells us, that Novs Diſcipulis, novi Teſtamenti Chri- 
ftus novam Orationis  Formam determinavit, (1. e.) 
That Chriſt hath inſtituted a new Form of Prayer for 
his new Diſciples. St. Cyprian, who was but a ſmall 
matter his Junior, reckons his giving a Form of Prayer 
A thoſe divine and wholeſome Precepts which he 
impoſed on his People : - and a little after, Orem, faith 
he, Fratres Gilefſſmi, ficut Magiſter docuit, Oc. Let us 
pray as our Maſter hath taught us, let the Father own the 
words of his Son; and fince, faith he, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, when we ak pardon for our fins, let us ak 
it in the words of our Advocate ; and how much more ſhall ' 
we prevail, for what we aik in Chriſt's Name, if we ack in 
his Prayer > De Orat. Domin. So St.Cyril acquaints 
us, that after the general Prayer for all men, followed 
that, i 5 ewny napline nic aixel@» «7 ee, 2, e. the Prayer 
which Chriſt taught his Diſciples. Cyril. Cat. Myſt.'5. 
Thus alſo St. Ferom.: Docuit Apoſtolos ut. quotidie in cors 
poris ilius ſacrificio; credentes audeant logui Pater Noſter. 
Heron. in Pelag. 1.3. And St. Auſtin tells us, that in his 
time the Lords Pr er was every day ſaid at the Altar,and 
that almoſt every Church concluded with the Lords Prayer. 
And St.Chryſoſtom ſpeakcing of thoſe who wotlk not for- 
; 19 2 | give 
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Hom. 22. $0. gIVe injuries, tells'em, &c. When thoa ſayeft, Forgzue us 
<p-59.a4 Paul. gyer 7reſpaſſes, as we forgive ; if thou doſt not forgive, thou 
4 Graliar.” beggeſt God to deny thee forgiveneſs: which is a plain 
. Ow mc evidence that this Form of Prayer was of ordinary 
6 cout, Uſe in his Age ; and that 'twas then thought matrer 
er cm Of duty to uſe it ſyllabically, is evident from what fol- 
2525: coi lows. But,laith he, you will fay, 7 dare not ſay, Forgive 
pair, me as 1 forgive, but onely Forgive me : 'To which having 
anſwered, That however he faid it, God would forgive 
M3 63a; DIM as he forgave, he concludes thus: Do not imagine 
cer row that you are ſecured from this danger by not pronouncing 
all the Prayer; do not therefore curtail it, but as it is in- 
ftituted, fo uſe it, that fo the neceſſity of _ hfing the 
whole, may compel thee to forgive thy Brother., And 
Ep. 1. 7. c. 6, St. Gregory expreſly affirms, 7hat ? oſtles them- 
ſelves did always at the Confecration of the Euchariſt 
make uſe of the. Lords Prayer. By theſe and ſundry 0- 
ther Teſtimonies which are quoted by learned men up- 
on this argument, it'sevident that the Church of Chriſt 
in all Ages look'd upon the Lords Prayer .as a ſtanding 
Form given by our Saviour, to be perpetually uſed. by 
tor may : and'ito be ſure, they rm S ng by Iſt» 
itution of :it to -be perpetually obliging, could:not 
make theileaſt-donbt, but that it was a 
in theApoſtolick Age. And my. thinks *tis very ſtrange, 
that had the inſtitution been temporary, the Church 
of Chriſt for fifteen hundred years ſhould never be wiſe 
enough -to diſcover it ; and it ſeems to mea very high 
preſumption 'for 'us to determine — the conſtant 
behef and:pradtice of the Churchinall Ages, without the 
ledſt warrant-ſo'to do, -cither from-our Saviour or his 
Apoltles. | Fa 
By all this therefore -it's abundantly evident, that 
both 'in \the'Old and: New "Teſtament there have. been 
Forms of Prayer inſtituted and appointed by'God bim- 
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ſelf; ſo that were that true which our Brethren affirm, 
that nothing ought to be admitted into the Worſhip 
of God which he hath not. commanded, yer this will. 
not conclude againſt the admiſſion of Forms of Prayer, 
ſince there are Forms which God himſelf hath com- 


But they object yet farther, That all that this proves 


is, that Forms of Prayer of Gods appointment may and 
ought to be edvitted nts his Worſhip; which uo body, 


doubts of : but from hence it doth by no means follow, 


that men may appoint Forms of humane compoſure : for 

thoſe Forms of Prayer which God preſcribed were imme- 

diately diflated by him to thoſe inſpired 'perfons who de- 

lrvered 'em; and therefore we may as well p 

point new Scripture for publick inſtruftion, becauſe thoſe 

api perſons did ſo, as to appoint new Forms for publick 
or. 


ſhip. Now becauſe I perceive this Objeftion is. 


very much inſiſted on by our Brethren, T ſhall endea- 
vour to. return a full and clear anſwer to.it, in theſe 


following Propoſitions: Firſt; That this Objeftion al-- 
lows the prefcribing of Forms of Prayer to be lawful. 
in-its-own- nature. Secondly, That it muſt allow the - 


preſcribing of publick Forms to be not onely lawful, 


but good and;uſeful. 7hird!ly, It muſt alfo allow that - 
Gods PR. Forms of Prayer by inſpired perſons, . 
th a 


is {o far arrant for our imitation, as the thi 


it lf is good and uſeful, and lawfully imitable by us. . 


Fourthly, That though it follows, that becauſe God by 


| perſons , hath . preſcribed Forms: of Prayer,. 


therefore the Church may preſcribe. them 


reaſons; .yet-it doth by-no means follow, that there- | 


fore it may.preſcribe them as Scripture or divine Tnſpi- 
rations. 


Firft, That this Objeftion allows the: preſcribing. 
of Forms. of Prayer; to ,be lawiul of its ova naar, I 
| - "FM that. 
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that is, tobe void of all intrinfick evil, and to have no 
contrariety in the nature of it to the eternal Rules and 
Di&ates of right reaſon : for this Objetion granting,as 
it doth, that God hath preſcribed Forms of Prayer, 
muſt either admit that God may do, and hath done 
that which is intrinſically evil, and repugnant to right - 
reaſon, or grant that the preſcribing of Forms hath'no 
intrinſick evilin it. And in particular, it is to be conſi- 
dered,that our Saviours preſcribing his Form wasa tacit 
approbation of other Forms that 'were preſcribed be- 
fore, and that not onely by God, but by men too : for 
though beſides thoſe Forms which were preſcribed by 
God tor the publick Worſhip of the Fews, their Doctors 
tell us of ſundry Forms of humane Compoſure that 
were uſed in their Temple and Synagogues in our Sa- 
viour's time, yet he was ſo far from difapproving either 
them, or that which Job» Baptiſt taught his Diſciples, 
that in conformity to the later, he pop aForm to 
his own Diſciples ; which Form of his, as our Learned 
Gregory hath proved, he colletted out of Forms of Pray- 
er which were then uſed among the Jews, in whoſe 
Books the ſeveral parts and clauſes of it are extant almoſt 
verbatim to this day : and certainly had he diſapproved 
their Forms as evil and ſinful, he would never have col- 
lefted his own Prayer out of 'em. Since therefore our 
Saviour: hath not onely given us a Form, but hath alſo 
given. it under ſuch circumſtances as do plainly fignifie 
his approbation of other Forms, it neceſſarily follows, 
that either he hath approved that whichis evil, or that 


Forms of Prayer are not evil. 


Secondly, That this Obje&tion muſt allow the pre- + 


{cribing of publick Forms to be not onely lawful in it 
ſelf,but alſo good and uſeful :. for whatſoever God doth, 
he is directed to do by his own infallible Wiſdom ; 
which always proceeds upon' the beſt reaſons, and _ 
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feftual means to compaſs and obtain *em : when there- 


fore we grant that God hath done ſuch or ſuch a thing, - 


we either allow the thing to be good and uſeful 
to ſome excellent end and purpoſe, or ſuppoſe that he 
did not conſult his Wiſdom in it, or that his Wiſdom 
was miſtaken. He therefore who allows that God hath 
preſcribed Forms of Prayer, muſt dither blaſpheme his 
Wiſdom, or grant the preſcribing '*em to be good and 
uſeful. But it is objeQted that the preſcribing 'em was 
good and uſeful onely at that time, and under thoſe cir« 
cumſtances wherein they were preſcribed : as for in-- 
Nane, in the times of the Old Teſtament it may be 
allowed, that the preſcribing of Forms might be good 
and uſeful, the Jews,. to whom they were preſcribed, 


being a carnal, dull,. and ſtupid —_— and yet un- 
the Goſpel-ſtate, 


der the times and circumftances 0 
which is. ſo vaſtly different, the preſcribing *em may 
not onely ceaſe to be good, but become hurtful and 
injurious. To which in ſhort, Ianſwer, x. That ſup- 
poſing it were the Carnality, Dulneſs, and Stupidity of 


the Fews that render'd Forms ſo uſeful to 'em ; Idoubt - 


that as to thoſe particulars, the caſe is not ſo much al- 
ter'd with the generality of Chriſtians, but that they 
may be uſeful ſtill : and though 'tis to be hoped we are 
not altogether ſo very dull and carnal as they were, 


yet, as it hath been made appear in the former. part of.. 


this Treatiſe, we are not.ſo perfely refin'd from Dal- 
neſs and Carnality, but that Forms of Prayer may fill 
be very uſeful. to us.. But, 2ly. this Objection. allows 
not onely that there were Forms of Prayer preſcribed in 


the Old Teſtament, but that our Saviour. himſelf hath- 
alſo preſcribed one in the New, for all ſucceſſive Ages to- 


pray by ;. and if ſo, then we muſt either blaſpheme the 
Wiſdom. of our Saviour for preſcribing what Ree, wa 
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uſeleſs, or grant the Pony of Forms tobe good 
and wy not onely tor the Jewiſh, but alfo for the Go- 
ſpel-ſtate. Bk , 
"7 hirdly, This Obje&ion muſt alſo allow that Gods 
preſcribing Forms of Prayer by inſpired perſons is ſo far 
forth a Warrant for our imitation, as the thing it ſelf 
is good and uſeful,and imitable by us: if God doth fuch . 
or ſuch a thing becauſe it is good, and uſeful to ſome 
end, that is a ſufficient Warrant for us to do the fame, 
provided we have the fame reaſon : for,to imitate God 
1s not onely our priviledge, but our duty. But how can 
we be faid to imitate Him, if fo far as our power ex- 
tends, we do not tÞ# fame things that he dothPwhen 
'we have the ſame-reaſons? Since therefore God as ſu- 
preme Governour of his Church hath preſcribed Forms 
of Prayer becauſe they are good and uſeful, thoſe whom 
he hath ſubſtituted to govern for him, are thereby ſuf- 
ficiently warranted to preſcribe 'em tooyſo long as they 
continue ſo.; ſo that Gods preſcribing 'em is a ſufficient 
argument that they are uſeful ; and that they are ufe- 
ful is a ſufficient reaſon for the Governours of the 
:Church to preſcribe '*em alſo, becauſe for that reaſon 
God himſelf hath preſcribed *em: and certainly our 
Spiritual Governours, who are in Gods ſtead, are fuf- 
ficiently warranted to do as God hath done, when they 
have Gods own reaſon to do it. Againſt this 1 know 
nothing can be objefted, but onely that common and 
fundamental Principle of all our Separations, viz. 
That God himſelf hath forbid the preſcribing of any 
thing in or about his Worſhip but what he himſelf hath 
preſcribed : and therefore whatſoever reaſon there may 
be for it, no other Forms ought to be preſcribed but. 
what are of his own inditing and prefcrit The falſe- 
neſs of which hath been fufficiently demonſtrated in 
the Caſe about Indifferent Things : ' And therefore as - 
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the matter in hand, Tſhall onely fay, that the 
ſtrikes with force againſt Extemporary words: 
which God hath not- preſcribed, as againſt Forms of: 
words which he hath not preſcribed : tor as I have al- : 
' ready proved , Part 1. and ſhall yet further prove 
hereafter, praying Extempore by our own Gift of ex- 
preſſion is no more preſeribed by God than praying by + 
a Form; and therefore the words of Extempore.Pray- - 
ers are no more preſcribed by him than the words of: 
Forms : ſo that if the latter may not be admitted into: : 
the Worſhip of God, becaule they are not-preſcribed by: : 
him, neither may the former. - And indeed, he-who 
prays ®xtempore, doth as much preſcribe ,a:Formoof: 
words to' the people in publick Worſhip;! as he who 
prays by a-Form, their devour deſires and-affeQions; » 
being equally confined to this particular Ser of expreſ- 
Tions in both. - And if each ſingle Presbyter may pre- 
ſcribe a Form of words to the People which God hath: -. 
not preſcribed 'em',: how much: more-may the Gover-: ! 
nours-of- the Church 2 ' Admitting therefore that ſuch: : 
words may be preſcribed in Prayer as God hath not * 
preſcribed, his preſcribing of Forms of Prayer muſt be a+ © 
ſufficient Warrant for the Governours of his Church: to. 
preſcribe *em when they have his reaſon ſoto do.: * 1.1! 
y—_ and' laſtly, That though it follows that bes - 
cauſe by inſpir'd perſons hath preſcribed Forms of - 
Prayer, therefore the Governours of-the :Church may - 
preſcribe *em-upon Gods reaſons; . yet it doth by;no- 
means follow, that therefore they may preſcribe*em as! 
Scripture, or Divine Inſpiration. : As briefly to-inftance-: 
in another caſe: Becauſe God the ſupream Governour:of | - 
his Church, hath taken care-to inſtru&@ it by inſpired; : 
perſons, it thence follows that thoſe whom he hath ap-:: 
pointed to:govern it, ſhould- take: care: tq/inſtruct:it;* . 
£00; but it doth by-no-means follow, either that they 
II 7.74 D ſhould 
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ſhould inſftrat it: by inſpired perſans , or thes they 


ſhould prezend to influ} it by Divine: Inſpiratt» 
on : for they have the ſame resſon-that God hadto in+ 
ſtruct it, viz. becauſe it's good and uſeful ro the beſt 


purpoſes. And ſo far as they have the ſame reaſon with - 


God, they ought ro do the ſame thing ; but they can- 
not have the tame reaſon that God had to inſtrud is 
by inſpired perſons, becauſe 'tis not in their power fo 
todo: and therefore as they cannot be obliged to it, 
ſo neither ought they to pretend toit. Ando it is as to- 
preſcribing Forms of Prayer: for, That God himſelf 
hath preſcribed 'em to his Church by immediate Inſpi- 
ration , may be a ſufficient Warrant for Churoa-Go- 
vernours to preſcribe 'em too; but it cannot be a ſuffi» 


cient Warrant for 'em to preſcribe 'em by unmediate In- 


ſpiration : for they may have the ſame. reaſons to pre- 
ſcribe *em that God had, viz. becauſe they are good 
and uſeful for publick Devotion ; but they cannot have 
the ſame reaſon to preſcribe 'em by immediate Inſpira- 
tion, becauſe: that is: nat in their power , and. there- 
fore *twould be a manifeſt cheat for 'em to. pretend to 
it. Had they the ſame:common: reaſons with God for 
both, his Example would-warrant;'em not onely-to pre- 


ſcribe 'em , but to preſcribe/'eim; as Scripture and Di--- 
vine Inſpiration; but: fince: there is; aj peculiar reafan 


why they may not preſcribe. 'em-as Scripture, viz; be- 
cauſe they cannot without-maaifdſt falſhopd- and: pre- 


bare and ſimple prefcribirig 'em-,:  thergfors: is doth; 

no. means: follow, tliat if- they:imay; lawdully-do: the 
ktter, they: may.lawfully;da:the former alſo; bklaving: 
thus anſwered. the Objections: of: our- Brathretys; it” re+ 


ſumption, which reaſon:is not atcall appliaeble-to the- 


mains, that ſuppoſing that: Principlo: wergitrye.«. wifes. 


That-nothing-ought to:be adinitted.intothe 
God; bur-what-Godhathi 1 
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emanded Tome Fortis , 2, dtp by commanding theiri hath 
licenſed and authorized the Gevernours'of his Church 


+» preſcribe others upon the ſatite rexſbhs. =_ 

I proceed therefore to the ſecond Hed: pr6- 
poſed, which wasto fhew, thdtfnp Com tog = 2 
viz. That 1 biight to be ities the of- 
Hip of God what is cotnthanded hit, did 
conclude _ Forms of Prayer, it condudes 


wu dren ine or externpore becauſe theſe 
are ng more comimnded God han Forms, my in- 


deed as to publick Wetheg, have much lefs claim to 
Divine Authority than Forms: but we will ſuppoſe at 
preſent the Forms of Prayer were not at all comman- 
ded, yet this we affett makes no more againſt them 
than it doth againſt Extempore Prayers, there being 
no command of God requiring us to pray Extempore, 
or to utter our affeftions im Prayer in our own con- 
_—_— and expreſſions. It is indeed very confidently 
red by our Brethren , "That whereſoever we are 
cominintlel to pray vocally, we are coniriande 
| Tm our own conceprions Fs IL 
oakrk is evident from what has been iboats by. 
fore, viz. that God hath conimanded mien to 
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the. name of vocal Prayer to praying in. their. own 


' words, and not as well allow the expreſling our. deſires 
' toGod inthe words of a Form to be called Prayer, but 


onely ſaying or reading of a Prayer : for I would fain 


know, did the Prieſts and Levites praiſe the Lord when. - 


they praiſed him.in the words of David and 4ſaph > did 


" they pray to. him when they expreſt their deſires. to 


God in thoſe Petitionary Pſalms which were dire&ted to 
be uſed in their publick Worſhip 2 or did. the Primitive 
Chriſtians pray when they pronounc'd the Lords Prayer 
in their ſolemn Devotions ? If ſo, then there is nodoubt 


_but ſpeaking to God in.a Form. of. words may as well be 


called Prayer, as ſpeaking to him in our own ExtEmpore 
words : for vocal Prayer conſiſts in the ſpeaking of our 
devout affetions to God ; and-if they are ſpoken, they 
are vocal, whether it be in our own Extempore words, 


er ina Form: if we onely ſpeak the words of Prayer, 


whether they be Form'd or Extempore, and do not ſend 


up our affettions with them, we onely fay a vocal Pray- 


er, but do not vocally. pray. ; but it the words we ſpeak 
carry our afteQions. with them, we vocally pray whether 


they be the one or. other. If our Brethren can prove 


that vocal Prayer. conſiſts in ſpeaking our deſires to God 
in words of our own Extemporeeftuſion, we will readi- 
ly yield them the whole Cauſe; bunt this they will never 
be able to prove,. whilſt there are ſo many inſtances in 
Scripture of vocal Prayer by a Form. But they pre- 
tend that whatſoever. inſtances there may be of Forms 


in Old times, God hath declared inthe New Teſtament 


that. it is. his will we ſhould pray by. our own Gifts of 


Expreſſion and Utterance for the future;. which if they 


can prove, we will readily yield that praying by. Forms 


is unlawful, though nor impoſlible:: but as for the mat. 
ter of proof, they do not {a.much.as' pretend to pro- 


duce any expreſs prohibition of praying by Forms; pg 
Me | 2 


CG) 


all that, they urgs-is cncly ore mats, and He forks : 7 
conſequences againſt it. Now ſuppofing -it had .been / 
the will of Gofanious Saviour, that weſhould not pray 

by Forms, it ſeems very ſtrange, . that in all the New 
Teſtament. there ſhould be-no expreſs prohibition of it ; 

for firſt, the Fews, as I ſhewed before, had ſeveral Forms 
preſcribed themin their publick Worſhip ; and that they 
uſed-Forms. in- our. Saviours: time; not onely their Mo- 

dern Rabbins-do aſſert, but Philo himſelf, who.lived not 

longer after, makes mention of the holy. Prayers that Phil.de vidtim. 
were offered by the Prieſts inthe.time of Sacrifice. And the P 543+ 
Samaritans Chronicle, as hath been obſerved upon this 
Argufnent, .makes mention of a Book: in the year of thie 

World 4713, which contained thoſe Songs. and Prayers 

that were always uſed before their Sacrifices. And ſince 

the Fews, who were a mcſt tenacious People of their 

Rites and Cuſtoms, were always wont in their publick 
Adminiſtrations to worſhip God by Forms, how ne- | Y 
ceſlary. was it to have given ſome expreſs prohibition of £2 
them, had it been his intent to exclude them out of his =: 
Worſhip for the future 2 eſpecially conſidering that the 

Sect of the Eſſenes, who, as it's highly probabte, did of 
all the Sets of the Fews, moſt readily embrace Chriſti- ; 
anity, are particularly remarkt by Foſephus,. for that De Bel. Zid. 
they did uſe before the Sun-rifing, milgwe war Wade, £267.78 5s 
certain Prayers which they receiv'd from. their An= 

ceſtors. And when thoſe Fews. who were the moſt- 

diſpoſed for Chriſtianity, and did moſt readily.embrace 

1t..( infomuch.that in a little. time the whole. Sect-of 

them ſeems to have been ſwallow'd-up-into the Chri- 

ſtian Church.) were ſo .addited -to.rhe uſe of Forms, 

how can it.be imagin'd, that had our Saviour intended 

a. ſhould. me tha yo Jonger, mn _ wot-heye 

taken care to giye them . ſome ex ning. of it ? 

But when, inlfead_ of ſo doing, he bids them "worn 


I] 

4Hhey 'pray'd, to fay Onr Father, how could they 
—_— == but that #t Was his mad Ry 
that they ſhould ſtifl continue to pray by a Forth, #5 
they had always done before? And i he had not 
intended, it feems very ftrange he ſhould take no care 
to undeceive ther, of to prevent their being deceiv'd 
in this matter by forne-expreſs command to the con» 
trary : for conſidering all , there was not a mort 
urgent occaſion for an” expreſs prohibition of any Rite 
or Uſape of the Fewjfþ Church, than of this of praying 
by a Form, ſfppoling the prohibition of it had been in- 
tended ; and yet I dareboldly affirm, that there is nor 
one Rite of that Church which our Saviour mtended to 
forbid, but is much more plainly and expreſly forbid- 
den than this is pretended to be. For the proof of this, 
and which is'more, of the main aſſertion, vzz. that there 
is no injun&ien in Scripture of praying by our own gifts 
of utterance without a Form, I ſhall particularly exa- 
mine 'the ſeveral Pretences from which our Brethren 
infer fuchan InjunQion, 


1. Therefore, they pretend that God hath promifed 
and given to all good Chriſtians an abilty to utrer | 
Their minds in vocal Prayer to him ; and therefore for 
them to omit the uſing this ability to the end for 
which God hath given it to them, and pray by Forms 
-of other mens compoſure, is contrary to Iis mind and 
mention : which Objeation hath for the main been 
anſwered already 


no more approptiated to Prayer , - than to uny o- 
"ther aornmon end of miteratig ag [locutiva ; and 
that therefore'to orfit the uſing it in Prayer, {H6- more 


CON» 


+ contrary} to the: intention of God, than/ ra; aini# 
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ufng it goo ant other juſt and lewful ocrafion. Bu: 
becauſe: our. Brethren wwge forne places.of Scripture ro. 


prove thar Gack hath. pramiſed and . given-.8 meor}y to: 
inghle: then for vocal: Prayer , I Pryoewr gant 


| whether it. be fo or no: Firſt thenefjare they urge 
Ach. 12.109. 1 will pore: out upon the honſe' of Dau), 
and upar the inhabitants. of herufalem , the ſpirit of © 
grace ayd ſupplications ;, which ,. as' F ſhew'd. tetore;. 


Part t. Caſe 1. fingniftes nothing to thew purpoſe: . . 


'Tis urg'd indeed, that the Hebrew mayaN here tran- 
ſlated Supplications, doth always denote vocal Prayer, 
and that therefore pouring our the Spirit: of Supplica- 
tions,, maſt imply communicating. an: ability'to Prayr . 
vocally ; bur this is-not ſo: for if we examine the 
places where this word is uſed , . we: ſhall find 'rigjſho- 
more reftrain'd to vocal Prayer, than any ather word: 
by which Prayer is-expreſsd in Scripture; fo that ir 
maybe a3 truly ſaid, that Prayer always ſignifies vocal. 
| Prayer, as that this Hebrew word: for Prayer doth fo. 
'Nor indeed doth-it neceſlarily ſignifie vocal Prayer in 
the anely place that is urg'd to prove that.it always. 
ſignifies ſa.,, vis. Plalm 28. 2. Hear the voice of my. 
ſwpplication whew Þ cry. unto thee: for this phraſe, tlie 
voies of, my; Supplication, and the voice of my! Prayer, 
is a. ZHebraiftn, and denotes no more; than' my: Suppli- 
eation;. or my Prayer: for ſo in Gen.. 4. 10. it's ſaid; 
The wvaice of thy brother's bloud cries from the ground x 
that is; it cry'd juſt as mental Prayer doth , withour 
ay; material voice or found, yet fo as to. move God 
as: effeRtually: as the loudeſt vocal Prayer : fo that the - 
Pfatmift might ery- to God with his mind, withour 
opening:his lips.;; and ſuppoſing he did,. his Prayer had 
2:\0ies Which God: could. hear as well as if he had pre- 
noune'd is never for loudly. Bur then in __— 
this 
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this Zcbrew word: plainly ſignifies at large both mes - 
tal-and vocal Prayer indifferently : fo in Pſalm 85. 6. 
Give ear, O Lord, unto "my Prayer, attend to the woice 
of my Supplications.: and Pſalm 6. 9. The Lord hath 
heard my Supplication , the Lord will recerve my Prayer. 
And as Prayer and Supplications ſignifie the ſame thing, 
ſo the word Supplications is uſed to expreſs Prayer in 
general; as in Fer. 31.9. ſhall come with weeping, - 
and with ſupplications will 1 lead them: where the 
word plainly denotes Prayer in general , without re-- 
{trition to any Kind of it ; and fo in ſeveral other 
places, - which it would be needleſs to name. But ſup- 
poſe it were true; 'that the word were always ured for- - 
vocal Prayer, there is no doubt but this promiſe of 
pouring out the Spirit of Supplications, intends a much 
greater good than the Gift- of extempore utterance in' 
Prayer, of which bad men may have a greater ſhare 
than the moſt devout and pious ; and if it doth denote 
a greater good, what can that be but the gift of pious 
and heavenly affeCtions in vocal Prayer , of which we 
may as well partake in praying vocally by a Form, as 
by our own extemporary utterance ? But *tis yet far- 
ther urg'd, that in purſuance of this promiſe, the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, Gal. 4. 5. God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his. 
Son, crying, Abba, Father ; and that we have received 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father, 
Rom. 8. 15. Now. becauſe «6» ſignifies crying with 
23 loud voice, 'tis from hence inferr'd,- that we are 
gifted and inabled by the Spirit, to expreſs our ſelves 
' toGod in vocal Prayer , and that therefore we ought 
not to pray by Forms. To which I anſwer, firſt, 
That if by any thing in theſe words we are obliged 
to cry vocally to God by our own Gifts, we are equal- 
ly obliged to cry to him in theſe words, Abba, Father, 
in all our vocal Prayers, becauſe that is the cry or vo- 
cal 


iD which the Spirie.inables ys  make;'and - © 

. the Text isevery: whit, as, expreſs fc the one as 4 | 

other : and therefore-it crying by. "the 4 | 
denote receiving a Gift: from. him. to_ pray ve = .- = 
then crying, , Father, by the Spirit, muſt proto | _— 
denote receiving a Gift from him to pray vocally, Ab. - —_. 

ba, Father ;” and conſequently, not. to. uſe theſe | s . 

* words, when we cry, vocally to, God, will be'altoge-.. 
ther as ſinful an; omiſſion; .as not to.,cry SY 

_-our own gift. of utterance or expreſſion.” Secondly 
1 atterly deny. that crying here doth neceſfarily denote 
vecal Prayer : for how often do, ve EO, rope 7 © 

| plixd v6 things hon: hyp ceat all? . = - 

I9. 40.7 tel you, that if theſe Jh ould } 

© the ſtones d immediately cry out 3. end'e 


_ a Speech to prove: him the trus Ps 
alfo the: Labonrers hire unjuſtly A” ag op 7 4 
preſſors, is ſaid to cry'to-God, | Zames. 5.. £3 becauſe 
it offer'd any.vocal.Prayer.to.him, Fhle kanye s Kng.. 
ved-and provok'd him, as the vocal. crys of injure 
perſons dous, to-avenge- them ppon Phrir Off reſors 
and in this ſence mental Pra Gli cle | to. cry, 
becauſe it moves and affeQs Godas c pong Arafaca 
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__ that our crying, Abla, go agg Spirit,. 
were tobe underſtood of vocal Prayer, jeral 7 | | 
be gather'd from- it is onely this, that when wy pany w_— 
vocally, we are.inabled:by the holy. Spirit. to addrefs- - — 
our ſelves to God with: boldneſs; aſſurance, as,to, "35 My 2 
2 kind and-merciful Father; and. tl is We may as well, | _ 
do, when we pray by a Form, 'as when we.pray. exe, | , 
E | | 
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tempore : for if we never cry, Abba, Father, 'by the. , 
Spirit, but when we word out” own Prayers, we can” 
no more.be ſaid to do it when'we joyn with a publick 
extempore Prayer, than when we joyn with a publicb | 
Form, becauſe we word our own Prayers in neither. 19d © 
But 'tis further inſiſted on, that the Scripture makes . | 
mention of a Gift of utterance,: which the Spirit come -- 
miunicates to true believers, as particularly 1 Cor. 1. 5. 
2 Cor. 8. 7. which Gift, fay they, was doubtleſs given 
for the purpoſe of Praying, as well asof Preaching. To 
which, in ſhort, Lanfves That it is moſt evident, that 
this Gift of utterance, or _— of _-_— —_ 
traordinary, and peculiar to the pgimitiye Ages of mi- 
| raculous Gifs; Lace the Preachers of the Goſpel 
were ordinarily inſpired with a ſupernatural fluency, 
aſſurance, and volubility of Speech : for as St. Chryſo-. 
ftom obſerves, Hom. 24. ad Ephbeſ. c. 6;-this Gitt of 
utterance is that which our Saviour promiſed his Dif-- 
ciples in Mark x3. x1. When they ſhall lead you and de- 
lzver you up, take no thought before-hand what ye ſhall 
= , neither do ye premeditate; but whatſoever ſhall 
given to-you in that hour, that ſpeak ye, for it is mt 
ye that ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt : So that what they 
ſpoke was by immediate inſpiration, without any fore» 
thought or premeditation of their own ; and it being 
God that ſpoke immediately in and through them, 
what they deliver'd was the Word of God; and this 
Gift certainly no ſober Diſſenter will pretend. to : and 
that this gift of utterance was extraordinary , is evi- 
dent from As 2.4. where it is faid, That the ya 
were fil'd with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with © 
Tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance : 1o that we 
_ as well pretend to the- Gift of Tongues, as to this 
Gitt of Utterance; they being both miraculous and ex- 
traordinary. Was a 
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\- - This, I think, is x ſufficient Anſwer'to thoſe Seri- 
ptures which our Brethren urge; to-prove that God 
| - hath promiſed and given to every good: Chriſtian'an 
 Þ @o ability to expreſs thar minds to him in' Prayer, theſe 
being the onely Scriptures that are urg'd: by them to 
prove it. Burt they object yer further, .That ſappoſing 
God hath not given to all Cliriſtians the Gift of pray- 
ing  extempore, yer to 'a-great"many-he'hath; and 
therefore theſe at leaſt he requires to pray by their Gift 
and not by'a Form :' for fo in x 7im. 4.74. He ex 
requires them not to neglet the gift that us in them, T7 
St ftir ug the gift of God that is in them'>\ 2, Tim. 1-6; 14nd 
" as 4 have received the gift, even ſo to miniſter the N'. 
to one another : 1 Pet. 4. 10. And that RN 
ing according to the gract given to ws, whether; 
 prophefie,. ca is to the proportion of Fait Ns 
Bows are <d by theſe" Texts'to: i ehlir Gite 
eral," then'are they Ho therihto exerciſe 
cher Gift of pra praying extempore in particular. \In:an- 
-fver to which, Tſha oF do ms no more[than exphinthe 
nature of the Gifts here: mentioned jp:fromowhichzi I 


doubt not, it will TI hs nan I” 
- make nothing to't which - 
"ted. Firſt then, bir rp os in 1 Foes: 


the words 'themſelves will fu ep. 
It is ; Negled not Cir ED 
"thee by prophefe, ws the hands of the 
Presbytery.' 'By whieh Git it's ory StaPaul: _ 
that of the he plogal Din 
*be given him b {Aya - ma 
tion 6f the Golgel, men Mg rec had 
made ſome Converts/in any Cir INES 
make'but-z ſhort ſtay among + 72 | 
ſubſtitute ſoirie new-madeCoavercrodupply 
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ſo ſmalla time they ſhould be able by any humane means. 
to diſcern which of their. Converts was moſt fit for that 


employment ; and therefore the {Holy Ghoſt did or- 
dinarily point out the perſon. to them by immediate 
revelation : for: ſo Clemens Rom. tells, that at their 


firſt preaching in every City and Country, «sSicurs wc - 


e Tap ac auf, drupgourre my mivugn, ttc amo xierc x; baxire 3 1 e. they: 


ordained their firſt-fruits, making proof of them Ly the Spi- 
rit, Biſhops and Deacons. And thus Aﬀs 20.28. it's 
ſaid of the Biſhops of Afea, that the Holy Ghoſt ſet them 
over the Flock : and in Afr 13.2. that as they were 


miniſtring, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate to me Barnabas. 
*Ep.1. ad Cor, 9nd Saul. And: St. Clemens. * tells us, that if thoſe 


times they ordained Biſhops, -cwan tmugnunc, 1. E.. diſ- 
cerning by the Spirit who ſhould be ordain'd ;. and that 


they did It nejyner dnuyirer r9fier, p08 perfert fore-knowledge - 


who: ſhould be the man ; even as Moles ſaith, he fore- 
knew by divine revelation, that Aaron ſhould be ad- 
vanc'd to the Prieſthood... And accordingly St. Chryſo- 
ftom. upon this place thus diſcourſes : | The dignity of be- 
ing a Doitor and a Prieſt being great, wants God's. ſuf 
frage, that a-worthy perſon may receive it ; thereupon the 
. Prieſts were made ASA A frophefie, that is, by the 
Holy Gboft ; thus Timothy \was choſen to the Prieſthood. 
Since therefore this Gift of 7:mothy's was .conferr'd on 
him by propheſie, it's evident*twas the Epiſcopal Of- 
fice; which in.thoſe days was always cooferr'd by pro- 
 pheſie, z.'e.' by the immediate,,direftion of the Holy 


Ghoſt; eſpecially conſidering, 24, That it was not 


given him by propheſie, 9 with or together 
| wich -aying by of the mds of the Proabyiexy, 
which'/was' the outwird {igne 'of ceremany- of ordina- 
271 @-r3:/3;7; Andthatthis'Gift. was not the Gift,;of 
:-propheſying and of laying hands upon others, as hath 
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been pretended; is evident not onely from:the wordsof =» *' © 
the Text, whichaſlert it to be-given him, by propheſie, : 
together with the laying on-of hands; bur alfo from . 
. r 7m. 1. 18. compar'd with 2 7im. 1. 6. where. this | - 
phraſe, Zy prophefie, is thus explain'd.; . According to the bs 
prophefies which whnt before on thee : and this phraſe, 
with laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, is thus rene 
dred ; By the putting of my. hands : that. 1s, together - 
with the hands of other Presbyters. Whictt is a plain - 
evidence, that by this phraſe here, by prophefie, with the 
laying on of hands, maſt be meant, by divine PrediQions - "ig 
concerning thee, together with the laying the hands of | 
the Pitsbytery upon'thee : aad if fo, what, other Gift E 
can be here meant, but onely that of his Epiſcopal Of- 
fice, which was always conferr'd by propheſie and im- 
pofition of hands? So that the meaning of theſe words,.. Oo 
Negle& not. the Gift which is in thee, ſtir up the Gift whinb + >. 
i in thee, is onely to admonitſh him to a diligent exer- - | "0 
ciſe of his Epiſcopal Power and Authority in the. Flock . - A 
of which he was Overſeer. And what doth this ltgni= 8 _ - "> 
fie towards the proving it neceſſary that we ſhould ex- | - 
erciſe our own Gifts in vocal Prayer, and expreſs our 
Aﬀections in our own: words 2 RES; 
And then as for thoſe: other Texts, viz, 1-Pet. 4.10, 
11. and Rom. 12.6. I anſwer, 1. Fiat there can be ac- 
thing in them againſt praying; by.s Form : for-if fo, 
_ - they would make as much; againſt-ufing the Lord's 
- Prayer, as any other Form. - ' 2. That all that :is/ inten- - - 2 
* ded in; thefe Texts, is to ſtir menup to diligence-ahd fi=:. $2 


delity in thoſe partieular Offices and Capacities where. E. 
in they are plac'd : So- x Pet: 4..10,. 1x, As every may 
hath recerved a Gift, LC. according to. the Office or Ca- : 7 . Ki 4 

 IgFity; he 16 plac'd in, ever /o miniſter the ſame to one a- 3 
wether, as good. ftewards of the manifold grace of God.” If - 
any man ſpeak; that is, uf it be hus Off te nonedy. ter ww 
J : im 
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him ſpeak as the Oracles of God : if any man miniſter, or 


diſtribute to the poor, ws Jet him do it as of the abi- l 


lity which God giveth; that is, proportionably”to his 
eſtate : for juſt before, he had been preſſing them to be 

hoſpitable to one another without grudging. So alſo 
Rom. 12.6. Having then Gifts differing according to the 

Grace that is given t0 us, that is, being put into various 
Offices and Capacities, according to the various diſpen- 

fations of Divine Grace, whether it be that of propheſie, 
let us prophefie, according to the proportion of faith ; 1. e. 

according to thoſe principles of faith and good life 

which are known and received among us : or whether it 

be Miniſtry, that is, Deaconſhip, /et ws wait on our mint- 
firing - or he that teacheth, on teaching : or he that ex= 
horteth, on exhortation : he that grueth, let him do it 
with ſimplicity: he that ruleth, with diligence : he that 
Jſheweth mercy, with chearfulneſS. In all which it is evi- 
'dent,the dekainn is to excite them faithfully to diſcharge 
thoſe ſeveral Offices whereunto God had 'call'd and ap- 

pointed them : for ſo the word Gift, - as all agree, doth 

in Scripture frequently ſignifie an Office; and that in 

both theſe Texts it is ſo'to be underſtood, is evident, be- 

cauſe thoſe things which the Apoſtles exhort them to, 
are the proper aCts and exerciſes of thoſe ſeveral Offices 
and Capacities of Biſhops, Presbyters, Deacons, and 

rich men: and the Argument by which they exhort 

them, ts, that they had receiv'd the proper Gifts to 

which theſe a&ts appertain. So that if by theſe Gifts 

_ we underſtand abilities to perform thoſe ats, we ſhall 
force the Argument to prove too much, viz. that ir is 
the duty of eyery one to Rule, and Teach, and Mini- 
ſter, and Propheſie, that hath receiv'd an ability to do 
ſo; whereas, in truth, none can havea right to perfagm 
theſe atts, ( as all ſober Diſſenters will acknowledge ) 
:but onely ſuch as are veſted with the Offices to-'which 
| they 
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they appertain. - Wherefore either this Argument, 52» 


7 
= 


ing received Gifts, muſt oblige all men- ro rule, Ge: 


that are able'to do fo, or elſe by Gifts muſt be meant 


the Offices to which thoſe as of ruling, &c. belong. 


But you will fay, "Tis evident that by ſome of thele- 
Gifts muſt be meant the ability of doing the a&ts here. 
ſpecifi'd, -as particularly that of diſtributing. to the' 
Poor, and ſhewing Mercy. TI anſwer, That as for theſe 
acts, the meer ability to relieve the poor and miſerable 


not onely authorizes, but obliges-us to-them ; and by. * 


putting it in our power, God doth as much make. it: 
our Office torelieve them, as if he had ſet us apart toit- 
by a ſalemn Ordination-:: and becauſe. the ability hers: 
confers the Office, the Gift, though it ſignifies the Of 
fice, muſt neceſlarily include the ability too; but in all 
thoſe other. particulars, where the Office and Ability 
are diſtin& things, the Gift-muſt ſignifi, the Office, 
diſtin from the Ability ; becauſe here it being the Of- 
fice and not the-Ability that authorizes and obliges us: 


to perform the adts, the neceſſity of performing the atts. 


muſt be argued from the Office, and not from the A- 
bility. So then, if by the Gifts here ſpoken of; onely 
fuch and ſuch Offices are intended, by what conſequence- 
doth it follow, that becauſe thoſe who are veſted with. 


theſe Offices, are here exhorted faithfully to diſcharge + 
them, therefore thoſe who are able to pray extempore; . 


are hereby. obliged to-do-ſo z Our Brethren may. as - 
well argue from theſe words, that all thoſe whoare able 


to rule, are obliged to exerciſe the Epiſcopal Office, -as 
that thoſe who are able to pray extempore, are-obliged 


to pray extempore. But then thirdly and' laſtly, Ian- 
fwer, That hpoing that by theſe Gifts werenot meant 


Offices, but.onely Abilities, yet all that can hence: be-- 


argued is, that thoſe whd have them, are obliged to. ex- 
erciſe them:Tofar forth as is conſiſtent with G—_ 
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for ſo the Ap6file exhorts, That all things be done toes 


dification'; and to be ſure, what he exhorts to-'in one- 
Text, doth not at all Elaſh with what he exhorts in ano-: 
ther: and even of thoſe extraordinary Gifts that were 
poured out in the Primitive times, the Apoſtle declares, 
x Cor.14. that thoſe who had them were no farther 0- 
bliged to uſethem in the Church, thanthe uſe of them 
t to edification, wer. 2,6, 18, 19. .and particu- 
hrly. for the Gift of Tongues, though it was'immedi-. 
ately inſpired,he totally forbids them the uſe and exerciſe 
of it where there was no interpreter, verſ.23,27,28. If 
then we are not to.exerciſe our Gifts, meerly becauſe 


they are Gifts, but: becauſe-:the exerciſe of them: tends 


to Edification; 'and if when they do not tend to it, we 
are to: ſuſpend the exerciſe of them, as it's plain we 
are , by this inſtance of the Gift of ops nad: then, 
although by. the Gifts mention'd in the above-nam'd 

Text were meant Abilities, and not Offices, i yet'it 

doth not follow , that thoſe who have an ability to 

-pray extempore, ſhould therefore be obliged to exerciſe 
it any further than as it tends to Edification: and there- 
fore it praying by a Form in publick Worſhip be. more 

for the publick Edification, ( and that it is, hath been 

proved,. Part r. Caſe 3.) we are no more oblig'd to 

pray extempore, though we have an ability to do ſo, 

than he who had the Gift of Tongues was to exerciſe 

his Gift , when:he could not edifie the-publick- by it ; 

and if we ought” to. ſuſpend the exerciſe of our Gift, 

when it-is not at all:edifying , at leaſt we are not ob- 

liged to exerciſe .it when we may perform the ſame 
thing, without exercifing it, ina more edifying manner. 

Having thus ſhewn the inſufficiency of thoſe Scriptures 

which our Brethren urge to-prove that thoſe who' are 

able to pray extempore are'oblig'd to:do fo, it:remains 

chat hitherto no diſcovery can be made of any Com- 
2 mand 
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would by our own gibor ble of 


have; anſwer'd , are the onely” Texts which 1 itt Tay: 
ſhew of argument our Brethren produce to this pt 
poſe.. Suppoſing therefore it were true, that 
ought ; to -be-admitted-into. God's'Worſhip, Sagas. 
over nam 9 yet ithis makes a great deal more. 
againſt, praying. by. our, own. Gift, .and.- -1n our. own 
words: and.-expreſſions, than it doth. praying. 
by: a Form, bean there are expreſs mands for 
praying; in ſome; caſes by a/ Form, but there. is no 
Commend at all for- praying by our own Gifts. . Since 
Sney ſundry inſtances . of : God's ;pre- 
Caibing Donny, of Prayer, and oa, no- own Of 
weft 15 requ us to-pray; our, own 
T Abilities , this un Lark is a fi 
= of -the kvfulack of * RG IN by 
orms.'” -;/ 


I proceedto the ſecond E: y included in this Caſe, 
and rm is, Whether. there be any Warrant for the uſe 
of Forms-in; pure . 2, For-it is pretended by 


ſome of our Brethren, OY Tots 


Was” no pr iriungallagr ark fre rf 
lick-Worſhip :: far the proof of. which bold Aſſertion, | 
they onely urge two, or-three doubtful Authorities a> - 
onieſon whole hui, o plain and. expres Teſtimo- / 


nies to. the In the proſecution therefore of 
this Enquiry,-I.; cavgur, 1. To. anſwer thoſe . 
Authorities which are objefted by our Brethren 


the uſe of Forms in'the Primitive Ages: 2. To prove 
that they, were uſedin thole Ages, by SMT. FIND 
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The firfi Amthority which they obj wgaiaſt he 
pong dr pomp. 4s that of Fugfin 
+> one Ne Obie a) who vdls vs; that at the Communion 
{ef Miinifter did fend! forth Prayers and ThankC 
ou fireps wigs Fhett is, ſay they, atcording vs 
[to og from whence they infer, chat in Join 
_ te ys, the Miniſters p fayd'iby their own Gifts 
NbAitics.* Bit chisHath | 'been fo tally anſwer'd by 
(b) Libert. Ec- yo learned Do@or Faulkrer (6), 'that'T ami apr 46 
«1-113 think "twill hardly be objetted ny" more::: for he 
| hath prov'd at large, that wn vow, mult Tignific with: 
all bis mig gi z. CREED NIL and: for- 
vency : as he thews, it muſt neveſfarily tfignifie 
(c) Apol. 2. it norte place of his Apology, (5) where, ſpeaking 
þ. 60, of the praying of Chriftians m general -t 'the Eucha- 
rift, he 'rells us, that 'they'dlll proſe God with Pray- 
ers and Thankfpivings, i vs, that is, with:all their 
kt; which cannot fignifie,, according: to Their 
ifts and Abilities. Since whatſoever the Mimifter 
might do, it"s'cerrarn, the Prople did not compoſe their 
own Prayersat the Encheriſt; ' and therefore it muft 
A: with their uemoſt fervourand marencion's in 
ich fence, as he'hews, oe Moo ks 
(d) Natian. 2inntzen. (dA). 
_ Another Teſtimony they objet « he uſe of 
(s) Sine Moni- Forms, is that *of Fetal, who: $,(e)" That 
names a the'Chriftians did pray without a Monitor or Prompter, 
Tertul.Apolog. F-orr. ey, be pln from their hearts + '1n "which words, 
inly alludes to 4 Cuſtom of 'the.Jdou- 
;— tp wks 'Their prblick Worſhipdnd w Monitor 20 
dire@ them in what worts;, a I by 
were to Offer ttp their Prayers: - When jerefore"t 
wh ger og Aabers Ro nie men 
mt) 24 Ones 
dire& them what Form of wortls they aett tb prayin. 
To 
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#itor, he cannot mean; 'without ay i 
reſcribe orgs to them ; 
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a Form of 
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a .the invocated. By they; began. thu 
(6) Cafaub. iz Bacchus, Sox of Semele, 2he _ | 
6 was, they offer'd = Cake to a pg 3.0 Father 10) whe 
this © offer thee, 99 good Prayers,.. that . thou 7 
(5) Feſtus is propitious to me, &c. () So for api apals:; With 
verbor. #ewiſ- ;his Cake, O Jupiter, 1 offer thee my gi Is oof 
thou wouldeſt have mercy, on, me,. wy.. 
. (@ Cnodere (+) and ſo for Mars ; 1 pray thee, - oy 0845 | 
a ate itious tome, my Field, and Corn, and Wine, and Cat- 
(1) hid: 141. tel. (1) - Which ſeveral Invocations, that there might 
be none of;the names. of their A np Gods pretermit- 
ted, nor none of the Prayers fallly or diſorderly recited 
or repeated, were with great care recited by #Prielt, 
._ , out of the Ritual, and repeated after him by the Peo- 
(n) Briſon. 4 je, (#9) there being another-Prieſt appointed fora - 


ormal. l. 1 


2.51. © Publick Monitor : for ſo Pliny tells us, (») ou any 


(») Plin. 1.28. of 2he Chief Magiſtrates. offer certain Prayers, leſt any of 

Vidinus certis , ans | Wards ſhould ; ip omitted.or prepoſterouſly pro- 

precationibus wound, they have one to diftate them ta ir out of a 
6 


a 4-v Book, and another, who is Overſeer, diligently tq attend. 


£16, ut Ly Ang page gh « CE C2 A _ 
- made by the. Peo men 007 , Of 0 
proirnn them; now = his ha layer of the, two, w hom Pliny 
—_ de calls the Cuftos, or Ove was the Monitor eg 
aliquem rurſuſ+ | Ti ertulian alludes to, ſeems. very probable, becauſe, 2s 
; "mg we obſerves, his buſineſs 'w wir Fin opulo, i i.e. fo 
 attendat. $43 diftate to the Pe, <le after | bim, to. Pliny's 


(0) Liv. l. 4. account; did did de. e Jeripto. para e.. dit od them out of 


oft” the Book; and to w other orgs ould he diftate 
pred. x. 1e- to them what bod brew (He ,, but. ring 
oocds  admoniſh and cor as ro rooms J, Fprated 

| -.. or diforderly 2 eſpecially confider that the reaſon 


- _ which Phi "( ens why this C ys. far ted,; Was, 
left any of the Tooed his ords. te pn or. pre- 
Moy repeated; which was look'd; upon a5 a "yy 


® 


4 S o . @ 


= or! People; .or bot "bow 


out of the Book:, but he whoſe Office 'twas.to,ov 
ſee cither/that. they were eg 
repeated, os. bothi:, andi 


there, need, 
that he ſhould overſee that they were rightly. repeated, 


than that they were rightly diQtated, becauſe they were 
dictated out of a Book ; and ſo could not. be 7 caſily 


dictated as. repeated falſly. | But ſuppoſe his Office 


were tO. oyerlee both, . yet. ſince they were diQated.in 
order to their being Tepeated, he onely _overhaw their 
being dictated rightly, in order to their being r 

rightly. When therefore 7ertuliax faith, We. pray, 
wethout a Monitor, his meaning, is not that we. pray. 
without a Prieſt to dictate our Prayers to us, whe- 
ther it were out of a Book, or extempore ; but that-we 
pray without a C#ſtos, 'or Overſeer , cither to admoniſh 
our People of their repeating. the Prayers falſly, or to 


admaniſh our Prieſts of. their diQtating Frag in 


order to the Peoples. repeating them ri 3. Becauſe, 
faith he, we pray.from our hearts :. W SES -s we 
admit ob a wo kla interpretation.;: firſt VE nj 


not. vocally repeat our. Prayers after. our Prieſt, but 
onely joyn our affeftions with them, . and ſend up. our 
hearts and deſires after, them z or, 21y: becauſe we .can 
fay our Prayers by heart, and fo are in.nd great dan- 


ger:of Them faiſly TO conn have . 
eas en Y 


el «Moree fo hte comet: 
rag gs known m ertullian in i 
ng rc int on expreſs the 

which. renders; him | 


ene 4 Ie, cno1 


ted them falſly > This Monitor, therefare was nor he. 
Tho read-the Prayers,.or dittated them to _s Prople 


0 )Thernd. 
Relig. 4fſim. 
P-237- 


{9 Soc. Hiſt 
4. 5. G21, 


bore erheaTg for finee he © 


the People, as the other. 


.anterpreted the Scripture on the Saturday an 


_ 


m_ [f zl from-the hear 

VR that kis ore here, A —_ 
front of #=5—dtw, pat Hignifies, to: 

any ; actrdithy 16 g which accourt, theſes words of ay BY 
tulian are ſo far from teſtifymg againſt thenſe of Forms, 


onely denies thetr a Monitor, CENT RINT 
grant their having s Prieft to read the-publick Prey 

to them, as well as the #ather;” and if from Hy bred 

be in Tertuliaw's Language the fame with &y heare, it's 

a plain caſe, that they aſed Forms; for otherwiſe how 

could they have # rs by heart > That this is the true 
account of this difficult phrafe,” I will not Cy nf. 
affirm, becauſe it is onefy my ayyn fingle gels; but | 
whether ir be or no, it's certain it can no more fignifie | 
without a Form of Prayer, than withaue a-Minifter to 

pray extempore, the one being as much £ Monitor to 


The laft Teſtimony which our Brethren _ 
the Antiquity of Forms of Prayer, i that of Socrates 
Scholafticus , ('q) whole words they thus tranflate : 
Everywhere, of in a8 Worſhips of Prayer, there are »ot 
= w- be Ho that fpeat A io apcieeny and there» 

re, fay they, it's Blox old 
_ [org oe ag} this 2 Froin = 

the Author, will evidently appear 
what he had been before TY Phe > ry 
therefore, he had been juſt before refat: 
Ciiftoms that were uſed } in ſeveral C burchh 


Thefalia, the Pra mrBant $57 Poo 

oy lighting, according to'the 'tmanner of the Weap 
rians at Contantimple'; and thitt in r Cefared of Ca PL 
eacia 1nd Cyprus, the Presbyrers arid | 


Pew anon on es 0 
_— 0 Homes anion Fyuriaiae Wye hs. er Wits pmmad 
ovicguniienc foes i 38 hs. 11, E. Prey 
and among, all the Worſhips of —_— 
to be found that agroe m the Jame thing ; © "where, by.” Kh 
Worſbips of Prayer , it's plain, be means the Ceremo- : 
nies and Rites of Prayer thatwere wſedin/ſeveratiChur-- 
ches': for *twas of theſe the had been irdmediatedy be- 
fore-difcourſing:; and therefore his meaning ican'be wie 
More'than this, that among ll rhe conſtituted Rites. 
and Ceremonies of Prayer that were uſed mm the feveral- 
QOhorehes, there were not two 'to be found that 
mthefeme: andhowdoth-it follow, tharberauſeyhey- 
did notwſe the ſame Rives and \Ceremonies'of Prayer, 
therefore #hey'did not uſe Forms of Prayer? for even: 
now we'ſfee are different Rites of Prayer among. * 
thoſe Churches which-do yet agree if ul Foro! | 
Prit $i: 235 

And now proehcd to the facand thing propofod; bF 
"which was, to prove the uſe of Forms of Prayer inthe - 
primitive Ages, by a ſhort Hiſtorical -Account'of the 
VMarter of Fadt. That in the firſt Age there was e- 


-Gift of praying extempore by immeditte' inſpiration, 
ſeems Graf pron: probable, both Cong whtes rhe Apoſtle 

;Fulorom — Langmiges, 1 Cor. IF: 
vie. Ther # wil te mere Off ah er 
 were'then poared ps lvrins a Gift" bf Praying; which 
'-was-valled' by She Apoſtle, = Spirit; byabi VywbiobowMiewi , = 
iendutd | wi ot 'abl the''Pe1 = 


Fe irkie 


haps! { which how 
_ "Jong 


and! while ati 


long it was, ;is yeryi uncertain?) there might-norother. / 
Form be uſed. an publick:Worlſhip.in thoſe places;\eſpe- 
cially-where:it abounded, but: onely that 'of the Lord's 
Prayer; and-it may bein imitation of this Gitt, upon 
which even in the Apoſtles time'the Chriſtians were 
apt to over-value themſelves, ſome m_ afte&t topray. 
extempore after it was wholly expired; but it is highly 
probable, that upon: the ceaſing or abatement of 1t,. it 
was in moſt places immediately ſupplied by Forms of 
Prayer, which were compoſed either of the words, or 
according to the method and manner of thoſe inſpired 
Prayers, by Apoſtolical perſons that heard-and remem- 
bred them ; for ſo, as the ſame St. Chryſoſtom gpes on, 
(5)Chryſ.ibid. ( 5 ) © For-we being ignorant of many things which are pro- 
fitable for us, do ack many things which are anprofitable ; 
.and therefore thi Gift -of Prayer was. given: to ſome one 
-perſon that 'was there, i: e. in-the -Congregation,: who 
ask'd for all that which was- profitable for the univerſal 
Church, and taught others 'to-do ſo; that is, to form 
Prayersaccording to thoſe inſpired Models: for though 
"Ido not pretend that there were no other Prayers uſed 
in publick, but onely Forms either in or preſently after 
the Age of the Apoſtles, yet it ſeems moſt; probable 
-that even from the Apoſtolical Age ſome part at leaſt 
of the publick Worſhip was perform'd. in :-Forms of 
Prayer ; andif ſo, we have all the reaſon-intheworld 
to conclude, that theſe Forms were compoſed accor- 
.ding to the Pattern of thoſe primitive.inſpired Prayers. 
Now-that there were Forms fram-the Apoſtolical Age, 
ſeems highly probable, becauſe, fo far as we can find, 
there never was any diſpute among Chriſtians concer- 
ning the lawfulneſs of praying by a Form. .. Had-this 
way of praying -been.introduc'd after the, Primitive - 
Apes, it-would bave been-a moſt obſervable innovation 
upon the Primitive Chriſtianity , -and that jn ſuch a 
. publick 
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publick matter-oi fa; that every Chriſtian could not 
. but take notice of it; Now that ſuch ariopen Innovas 
tion ſhould be fo ſilently admitted into the Church, 
without the leaſt conteſt or ©oppoſirion, ſeems. very 
ſtrange, if not incredible. *Tis true, there were ſome . -Y 
Innovations that crept in very early, without any oppo- "I 
ſition, but ncne that was of ſuch a publick cognizanee bu 
as this; and unleſs the whole Chriſtian World had been 
faſt aſkep, it is hardly ſuppoſcable they would ever have 
admitted ſuch a remarkable alteration in their publick 
Worſhip; as from praying extempore, to pray by a 
Form, without the leaſt contradiction. If therefore 
praying by a Form were an Innovation upon their Pri- 
mitive Worſhip, it was certainly the moſt lucky and 
fortunate one that ever was of that kind, there being no 
ene Innovation beſides it of that publick nature, but 
what hath always found powerful Adverfaries to with. 
ſtand it. But not to inſiſt upon probabilities, we will : L 
inquire into. the matter of fat: And. firſt, we have .. 
thoſe three ancient Liturgies, which are attributed to - - 
St. Peter, St. Mark, and St. Fames ; which though they 
have been all of them wofully corrupted by later Ages, 
yet are, doubtleſs, as to the purer parts of them, of 
great antiquity, and, probably, even from the Apoſtc- 
ical Age: for beſides that there are many things in. 
them which have a ſtrong reliſh of the fimplicity and” 
piety of that Age, that of St. Fames in particular was of 
great authority in the Church of Feruſalem, whereof he 
was the firſt Biſhop, in-St. Cyril/'s time, who wrote a 
Commentupon it, (z) -and is declar'd by Proclus, Arche ( KAy won? 
biſhop of Conſtantinople, (#) and the ſixth General Coun- Cole ae 
cil, (w-) to be St. "hd own compolure,; which is a **12. S.Zacob. 
plain argument of the great Antiquity, if not Apoſta- ey | 
licalneſs of it: for St. Cyril flouriſtvd in the year 350, - | 
and, as St. Ferom obſerves, (: x) compoſed this Come eto 
" ment 
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"ment on Sr. Tames's Liturgy in his younger years. 


Now it is not to be imagin'd he would have commen= 
ted on it, had it not been of great authority in the 
Church of Jeruſalem : and how could it have obtain'd 
any great Authority, had it not been long before re- 
ceiv'd, that is, at leaſt ſeventy or eighty years 2 Snp- 
poſing then that he wrote this Comment Ano 347, as 


(y) Vid. Dr. 'tis very probable, (y) and that this Liturgy had been 
Cave's Life of receiy'd in the Church of Jeraſalem but ſeventy or eigh- 


St, Cyril, 


ty years, ( and leſs cannot well be ſuppoſed ) it cou\1 
not be above a hundred and ſeventy years after the A- 
poſtolical Age thar this Liturgy was receiv'd in the 
Church of Jeruſalem. And that thereare Forms of Wor- 
ſhip in it as ancient as the Apoſtles, ſeems highly pro- 
bable: for firſt, there is all that Form, witha very ſmall 
variation from ours, call'd Surſum corda, Lift up your 
bearts; we lift them up unto the Lord; it is meet and 
right ſo to do; it is very meet, right, and our bounden du- 
ty to praiſe thee, &c. Therefore with Awgels and  Arch= 


(3) Cyril Ca- Angels, &c. all which is m St. CyriPs Comment (2) ; 
#ech.Mya8-5- which is a plain argument that *twas much ancienter 
than he. 


And the fame 1s alſo in thoſe ancient Litur- 
gies of Rome and Alexandria, and in the Conſtitutions 
of St. Clemens (a), which all agree are of great antiqui- 


lem.7.8.c.22, ty, though not fo great as they pretend. And St. Cy- 


- (b)Cyprian de 


prian, who was living within an hundred years after 


the Apoſtles, mentions it as a Form that was then uſed 
and receiv'd in the Church: ( & ) The Prieft, faith he, 


Orar. Dominic. i## the Preface before the Prayer, prepares the minds of 


the Brethren, by ſaying, Lift up your hearts; that fo while 

the People anſwer, We lift them up wnto the Lord, 

may be admonifſhed, that th __ to think of nothing but 

the Lord. And laſtly, St. Au/tin tells us, that this 

Sarſum corda, which is the Nathe and Title of the whole 

following Form, and conſequently includes it, even ” 
| e 
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Te Drum & Venite exultemus do the Hymns that go» 
under that Title, are verba ab ipſorum Hpoſtolorum temee 
poribus petita, i. e. words derived from the we - 4 " [a 
the Apoſtles. And the fame is aſſerted by Nicephorus 
of the Triſagzum in particular, Hiſt. 1;b. 18. cap. 53. 
And that even from that Primitive Age there was 2 
certain Form preſcribed in Baptiſm, is evident by thoſe 
ſolemn Queſtions and Anſwers that were made by the 
Prieſts, and return'd by the perſon to be baptized ; for 
ſo Tertullian ( c) ſpeaking of Baptiſm, tells us, That (c) Termil. d+- 
the Soul is not eſtabliſh'd by the waſhing, but by the An- Fefordt. : 
ſwen': And St. Cyprian expreſly calls it /n*errogatio Bap- —— _ 
tifmi, the queſtioning of Baptiſm (4); which plainly (4) Cyp. 56: 
ſhews that there were certain Queſtions and Anſwers 9% 
given and return'd-in Baptiſm : and what the Que- 
{tion was, may be gueſs'd by the Anſwer, which was 
this, X:rymierojueu my Zarmrs 8 mic tyypic. Occ, I renounce Satan and cc) +vingh 
his works, and his pomps,&c. (e) And accordingly Ter- (9 Clem.Cor-- 
tullian; (f) In the Church, and under the hand of the rt | 
Prieſt, we ou to renounce the Devil, his pomps and Milt, © 
works, Which form of Queſtion and Reſponſal, Ori © 
gen, who lived not long atter, derives from Chriſt or 
his Diſciples : Who zs there, faith he, ( g) can eaftly ex- (2) fe Namer- 
plain the reaſon of ſome Words, and Geſtures, and Orders, #9" 5 + 
and Interrogations, and Anſwers, that are aſed in Baptiſm > © 
which yet we obſerve and fultl, — 45 we firſt took 
them up, they being deltver'd to us by Tradition from oar 
Great High Prieff or his Diſciples. If it be objefted, 
that this 1s no Form of Prayer; I anſwer, that 'tis a. 
limiting the Miniſter from exercifing his own Gift in 

rming his Miniſterial Office ; andif if performing. 
he might be limited to a Form of Queſtion, why nor | 
to a Form of Prayer? And if the Church thonght fit. 
not to leave him at liberty to-queftion 'extempore' in 
Baptiſm, jxt's very improbable it ſhould feave him at * © 

% G 2 uwberty” - + 58 


, | 
KR 
- liberty to pray extempore in publick, there being as 
great a neceſſity to preſcribe him a Form for the later as 
tor.the former. And that de fatto there were Forms of 
Prayer az well as of Queſtion and Anſwer uſed in Bap- 
tiſm, is not onely affirmed in the Conſtitutions of St. Cle- 
(b) Clem.Con- mens, but ſome of the Prayers alſo are there inſerted (þ). 
ftit. 1.7. But that the Chriſtians did very early uſe Forms of 
Prayer in their publick Worſhip, is very evident from 
the denominations which the Primitive Writers give to 
G) Ju. Mare. the publick Prayers, ſuch as the Commo-Prayers (2), the 
Apol. 2. p.53- Conſtitated-Prayers ( k), and the Solemn-Prayers (1); 
Tt Ep: 44 which laſt was the Title by which the Heathens then 
agn. KL K . . 
(+)0rig.Cont. diſtinguiſh'd and expreſs'd their publick Forms of Pray- 
OG 5. ,, er (m), and conſequently in the Language of that Age, 
Lapſ. Cm. 14- muſt ſignifie a publick Form. And as for that particu- 
(m)Vid.Ovid. Jar Form of Prayers ſo often uſed in our Liturgy, Glory 
> > et be to the Father, &c. St. Bafil terches the Origioal of it, 
l, 4+ SENEC. it 0. 9s oj7 Snginr m=exdior, TOM the tradition of the Apoſtles ; 
_ Gedfe AN2s and cites this Doxology from St. Clemens the Apoſtles 
(»)Baſil.d+ Scholar, and from Dionyſus of Alexandria (»), who was 
f-- 6.27-© living Apno 2.00. and Clemens of Alexandria, who was 
# living 40. 160, ſets down theſe words as the Chriſti- 
| ans Form of praiſing God, avrivne ns wig mallels x ps our mp ele 
(o) Clem. mrivuzn, (0) Praifing the Father and the Son, with the Holy 
ex, Pedag. Ghoſt. And therefore, though there are ſome who at- 
_ tribute the compoſure of this Euchariſtical Hymn to 
the riſe of the Arian Sect, yet from theſe Authorities it 
is much more probable that it was long before compo- 
ſed and uſed .in the publick Worſhip of the Church-: 
_ for the Arians are ſharply reproved by the Orthodox 
Fathers, for altering this ancient Form into Glory be to 
(oY Weed. _ the Father by the Son, and in the HolyGhoſt (p). And 
\c.24  Indeeda great part of the Primitive Worſhip conſiſted 
| of Hymns and Doxologies ; which could no longer be 
extempore than while the miraculous Gifts gs w 
| after 
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frer which they muſt neceſarily be compoſed into-ſet 
orms :. for 7ertul/iantells us, that their, Cotus anteln- - 

cani, their meetings before day were, ad canendum Chriſto. 

«t Deo, to ſing to Chriſt as God Ay And Lacian be- (4) Terwl. 
fore him thus deſcribes the praCtice of Chriſtians, that 4p#oge. c. 2. 
they did dam dzpw 5 ny Thur tony ponirre. ſpend whole 
nights in watching and ſinging of Pſalms ( r ). So allo ;, 1yciwn, 
Tuſtin Martyr deſcribing the Chriſtian life, tells ,us, Pbip. 

Tree vi Yaapic, 2, 6465,5) de uri Ve are to fing Flymns, and 

Pſalms, and Odes, and Praiſe (s). Now it's evident that (,1 jut. mare. 
in Plizy's and Lucian's time, the Chriſtians uſed ſer £pift. ad Zen. 

Formsof Hymns, not onely of divine,but alſoof humane © | 
compoſufe ; for ſo Pliny tells us (2 ), That early in, the (2) Plin. Exif, \ 2 
morning it was their manner to (ing by turns a Hymn to & 19. Ey-97- " 
Chriſt as to God ; which Hymn was doubtleſs of humane :\ "I 
compoſure, there being no Hymn to Chriſt in Scri- 
pture of that length, as to take up a conſiderable parr 
of their publick Service. And beſides, Exſebius tells 
us, That very early there were various Plalms and 
Odes compoſed by Chriſtians concerning the Divinity | 
of Chriſt («) ; and that Paxlus Samoſetanus was condem- (o)Euſeb-Hif. 0; 
ned for ſuppreſſing thoſe Hymns that were made in the {#5 _- 
Honour of Chriſt, as being the compoſitions of men of late 
days (w), though in all pr obability thoſe Hymns were w) Ibid Hiſt. 
compoſed within much leſs than an hundred years after (5; -- 
the Apoſtolical Age: but as for this Hyman which P/zxy, 
ſpeaks of, it was earlier, for it could nor be much above 
ten years after the death of St, Fohy, that Pliny gave this 
account of Chriſtians to 7rajan; and theretore- to be 
ſure the Hyma he there ſpeaks of, was uſed in the Age 
of the Apoſtles. And about the fame time, Laciax 
makes mention of a Prayer which. they uſed in their 
publick Worſhip, >= mg: «:t<:4-9-, beginning. from the Fa- 
ther ;, which doubtleſs was the Lord's Prayer : and of a (+) Lucian. | 

famous Hymn added to the end of their Service (x), which Phils - - 

| mn 
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in all probability was the Hymn that Pliry ſpeaks of. 


Since therefore: the Primitive Worſhip did in 4 great 
meaſure confift of Hymns, which were Forms of Praife 


ictermixt with Prayer, and ſome of theſe of humane 


compoſure ; this is an evident Teſtimony of the Pri- 
mitive afe of Forms. And doubtleſs, they who made 
no ſcruple of praying by Form in verſe, could not think 
it unlawful to pray by Form in profe : for, that praying 


in Meeter or compoſed Hymns was a very early Pra- 


- 


(3) Conſiir. 
ApdF. L2. c.$. 
(2) Euſeb. 
Hiſt. Eccleſ. 
d. 2+ I7c 


(2) Sof. Hiſt. 
l. $S. Co 15. 


(b) Nazian. 
Orat.1. p.102. 
(c) Niceph. 
l. 13. c. 8. 


| (4) Evſcd. & 
Laud. Got 
ftane. 


ice in the Chriſtian Church, is evident from the Apo- | 


ſtolical Conſtitutions, where it is injoyned, 5 x4&- we «xe5- 
ries Yrlarniow, Let the People fing the verſes which anſwer 
atverſly to one another (y) : which way of ſinging was 
ſo very ancient, that Euſeb:us (z) urges it as an argu- 
ment to prove the Eſenes Chriſtians, becauſe they ſung 
by turns anſwering one another : But how could they 
thus anfwer to one another in their Hymns and Pray- 
ers, unleſs they had conſtant Forms of Prayer 2 But 
that they had fuch Forms of Reſponſal im Prayer, is evi- 
dent, becaufe, when Fulian for the credit of Gentiliſms 
would needs dreſs it up, »# wife ric your dprxcics, (a) after 
the Order of the Chriſtian Worſhip ; one thing wherein 
he ſought to imitate it was, &x: may phac, in their conſti- 
tuted Prayers, that is, not in baving conſtituted Forms 
of Prayer, for that the Heathen had before, but in ha- 
ving ſuch conſtituted Forms as the Chriſtians had; that 
5, 25 Nazianzen explains it, 225: mim © ue, a Form of Pray- 
er to be ſaid in parts (b): for this way of praying in 
parts Nicephorus (c) derives from Jgnatius, who was a 
Scholar of the Apoſttes. All which to me is a plain 
demonſtration of the great antiquity of Forms. And 
that in Coyſbantine's. time the Church ufed pablik 
Forms of Prayer, is evident from that often-cited place 
of Euſebius (4), where he tells ns of Conftantine's come 
poſing Godly Prayers for-vht wſe of - his Soutdiers ;' and 

elſe- 
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elſewhere tells us in particular what the Prayer was: — 
We acknowledge thee, 0 God,. alone, &c. (e) which is a (4) 1d. dr vit! 
plain evidence that it was a. ſet Form of words: Bat IG 
it's objected that this Form was compoſed onely for the | 
uſe of his Souldiers, who were a great part of them 
Heathens; and that Confartine's compoling it is a plain 
evidence, that at that tine there were no publick Forms 
in the Church ; for if there had, what need Conſtantine 
have compoſed one? To which I anſwer, That this 
Form indeed was compoſed onely for his Heathen 
Souldiers ; for as for his Chriſtian Souldiers, the ſtory | 
tells us, that he gave them liberty to go to Church (F). (5) Bid. 619. 
- And thesefore all that can be gathered hence is, that  - 
the Chriſtian Church had no Form of Prayers for Hea- 
then Souldiers ; which is no great wander; for if they 
+ had, it's very "unlikely that the Heathen Souldiers 
would have uſed it : byt that they had Forms is evi- 
dent, becauſe he calls the Ptayers which Conſtantine u- 
ſed in his Court, tae; $4 refwn, according to the manner 
of the Church of God, %yz« vinme, (g ) authorized Prayers ; (c) Ibid. c.17. 
which-is the ſame title which he gave to that Form of 
Prayers which he made for his Heathen Souldiers (6) ; (b) 16id. i-19. 
b and therefore if by the authorized Prayers which he pre- 2 
* ſcribed tohis Souldiers, he meant a Form of Prayers, as  $=M 
it's evident he did, then by the authorized Prayers which _ 
he uſed in his Court after the manner of the Church, he 
muſt mean a Form of Prayer alfo ; and fince he had a 
Form of Prayers in his Court. after the manner of the 
of © Charch, then the Church nwſt have a Formof Prayers 
' too, | DR. : 
Thus, for the firſt, ſecond, and third Centuries, fuf- 
ficient Teſtimony hath been givenof the uſe of publiok 
Forms of Prayer ; after which ( not to-inſift upon St. 
Bafil's, St. Chryſeſtow's , and St. Ambroſe's Liturgies, 
which without all queſtion are of great antiquity | 
| | | V 
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(3) Chryſ. 22 Forms: thus, 


a4 Cor. Home 
is. 


Donat. lib. 6. 


. hereticis compoſitas, & per ignorantie fimplicitatem non 
. eas valentes diſcernere, utuntur es, arbitrantes quod bong 


(k) Auftin de fint (&) : Many there are ( _—_— of the Office of Bap- 


Baptiſm. cont; 


. their Pon 
are very good. 
. the Church was forced by 


. this liberty : and firſt the Council of Laedicea, which 


p % RED >» 
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have undeniable 'Teſtimonies: of the uſe of publick / 
St. Chryſoſtom (3), % 19 im; WK improper, imip HI 
& puraroia xiv #, mae T9 ieglent x; mip auth] yiroles Woot, 3 mare pier Moyes 
Wgn, Bxgo wr inks 4cerer, For thoſe who are poſſeſs'd with a De- 
wil, and thoſe who are under Penance, Common Prayers 
are made both by the People and Prieſt; and we all ſay 
one and the ſelf-ſame Prayer, the Prayer which i ſo full of . 
mercy. And then he goes on, and tells us how when 
the Prieſt had prayed for the People, that is, in that 
ancient Form of diſmiſſion, The Lord be with you, they 
prayed again for him in theſe words, And with thy Spi- 


rit. 


be 


C 


I confeſs,to me it ſeemsat leaſt highly probable, that 
they were not at firſt ſo ſtriftly limited to one canſtant 
Form of Liturgy, but that upon occaſion they might in- 
termingle other Forms either of their own or other 
mens compoſure ; though in Proceſs of time, this li- 


- berty became very prejudicial to Religion : for by this 


means the Prayers of Hereticks were often mingled 
with the publick Offices, and many unadviſed and ill- 
compoſed Forms were introduc'd into the publick Wor- 
ſhip ; and this St. Auſtin complains of : Multi irruunt 
in preces, non ſolam ab imperitis loquacibus, ſed etiam ab 


tim) who take up Prayers hand-over-head, which are 
compoſed not onely by unskilful perſons, but alſo by Here- 
ticks ; and not being able to diſcern what they are through 

2 ignorance, do uſe them, thinking they 
To prevent which great inconvenience, 
degrees to limit and reſtrain 


£00 


was held about the year 314, or as others think 364, 
| made 
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Hes J he jlcertr Concil.. 
Prayers i prov Morsing In Eoeatore that is; that.chey — wn 
ſhould not biiog in.new Formsac their pleaſure I 
publick Worſkips\cither; of theiw\own-otother-mens 
 corpolures as theythad tobe: before; bur: dlways'com 
themflvesto _ - meyer ld adn foro tor. 

onely Zvarius (m) and Ba (+); bu (m) Zon. is 
and the, Presbytetian Commiſſioners at. the-Savey(p) CO EY 
underſtand. it, viz. that they ſhould-uſe no/gther (Pray? (x) Bal@m. 
ers ig thepublick Service, but ſich ashad beencivaſidin ©. )SmeR. At 
Iy. received: by the Church.” | And that thisCanoniis'to t-remon.y.7. 
be underſtood. of the- received Forms, is evident! botti botki () Grand De. 
from the 1 5th and 19th Canon: of. this CouncilsForcin '** * 

the x 5th they forbid thax | ware re inta'the DesR 

to fing or call the Pſalms: but" bn } 

who were" to- Jing. out: of the pul bbs Aura the! 

which onely the received Hyrnns were inſerted:;:foro' 

in the 59th Canon they forbid the calling of the: Pſa hms: 

of private perſons (q) : tor before, -it!s planithatithsy!,,c,,.1..4. 
took the ſame liberty tg intradue@new bet. 15,18,19. 


publick Service of their own,-otiother micad rortpoſtire; ain9t oy * 


as they had dane.to-introduiee new Prayervpanud-avt >: 2 
onely ſo; but any.one who would was allow'd tocall the. ” 2s, 
Hymn : for ſo.Zerta/. Poſt aquans manualem.&&lumittreru. apoleg. 
na, ut quifquis deSeripturis ants, vel-de-proprioinge= 39 
nio; poteſt 6 yocatiir in mcdium/Ned canere 2: 
their yoſig their hands, aud lighting the Candles; 
one is called. forth to fing to God 6 he able; eitherrout- Y 
the Scriptare, - or. by bus own Gift. of compoſure :: Bar: the! 
conk ence-of, this liberty" \afterwards. foundcas: 
prejudicial to-Religiof.es thatokutroducing tiew Peay" 
ers, the Council'thought fit-to- reſtraim-iti>/ dint there? 
fore .ip this 15th Canon they forbid -thevintroducing 
new Philo! into, the pyblick ; Rordbip. they 
; 4 
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chap forbid che introducing. now Pre 


conſequence in 


been the fame" liberty and 'the ſameill conf 


both. And then inthe x þth Canon they'direQ;, 7har: 
after the Flomily the Prayers ſhould be ſaith for-the Cates 
chument; . and when they m—_—_— the'Pruyers for fuck 
as were under penance ; and when:thay have. recerved the 
impoſition of hands and are departed; then let the three - 
Prayers for the faithful be offered up,” the Firſt ſoftly, or- 
every max to himſelf, the' Second and- the Third, aloud ; 
which is a plain argument that their meaning is to di-- 
ir ſtated Forms of Prayer for the 
forenamed occaſions: for how could the Conpregation- 
fy. the Firft of the three Prayers for the» faithcul to 
themſelves, and the other two aloud, unleſs they were - 
Forms which they had learme by heart, and were con-. 
{tantly uſed too > Aﬀer this there being, as St. #u/tir . 
eomphins, very great diſorders in the African Churches. 
through. the ilcompoſed-and heretical Prayers which- 
the Miniſters foiſted inco their publick Worſhip, and in - 
which.as: it:ſeems-the Father was ſometimes mentioned-. 


 -  . far the Son, and the:Son-for the Father ; it was ordai-- 


Carth, 3d. (+ 
I2, 


ned; inthe third'Council of Ca#thage (r), That. nove- in. 
their Prayers-ſhould name ' the -Pather for the Sem, or tht 
Sox for the Father; but that when they came to the Altar 


. they ſhould:dirett their Prayers to-the Father; Et quic- 
.- cunqueſibi-precesaliundedeſeribit; non eis-titatur; niſi 


+7 nr cum wer wg z: e: 
And whoſeeuer ſbaff»write ont Prayers” for bivafelf from 
elſewhere, that'is, from ary Book*rhat" tn. {cho 
publickly received-ant: allowed: (forwhattelfe carr bÞ* 
reant by:altande'? )): hei ſhall mor preſume to uſe rhew 134 
he hatb firſt conſulted about them with biz ewore earned Bros 
thres., Which isa phin evidence thas they'ufed Forms” 


- before; otherwiſe how: could: they-havewritten theikt * 


out:from-etſewhere;: or from-orhert mers gw I 
- | ; Where- 
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Emperou 
collard from th iſhops, that. 
neſs of ſome B d it 
to inforce the obſeryance of the facre 
us, that he had; received. ſeveral. « 
Cy Monks ne. 


OH AT RTE a ES # 35s > ele en 


"els 
LE "of $0 


according to the Divine Ae and tharforie among 
them; uin.eivh eihic webubthc "F ik Gartrk #1D-+2jorbgpr igitaruy 
not acquainted with! the Prayer of the Holy Ob lation hl 
(») 14. Nov. Holy Baptiſm (w)* and'then'he declares that for the 
137. Preface. ftgre he was reſolved topuniſhthe Tranſgreſſors of the 
Canons ;\ which had it- been-done before, ſaith he, 
gone PT oy 'Y tad Seine enprrdaiyer neliegyine ire wi 7 grits Wo Siuy 
(x) 14. 3b. C1, ndrioen wicitdie=6xY- "Beery one © ' woaldl Pave eadddvinred t6/ 
earn the DFOHE TItirgies, that be might » not be Jubjedt to 
- condemnation of the Divine Climons. *Whidh's'# plain 
ument, not = that there'were fornid LR 
re Fu iniar, (br orherwiſe How'cduld Retxpelt the” 
ould learn then bb that theſe" Liturgies* 
BY: exitorg bifste eftabliſhY*by the-Canons of the" 
Church. gr then'among other things he requires, 
that for the future; fuch as were to be ordined' ould | 
To drayſines' mY Sev) SpriA? ” Th + 434 owe Ly P23 Sls Te 
(y) 14. 19," PAPAL Tc {x3 RANG: ( Rects1 4 r- the ol 
os Le ry 'ahd the 7 $01! =for Holy. Fen End the 
roft'if the Projers': - Which Prayers Ee ih made in 
4.1 \ Fuſtinian's 5 time,” but Wy before ; if bring , as he 
tells us before; eftabli the Ecclehaſt cal Canons. 
Andafcet this” Ke ein Al | Biſhops and-Presbyters, 
"ro Td ls, lis pers LIL arcuſr Xs ME nSopalrbsP Seb EM Py 
7 14. Wi c. s. . Ns. Bara o pn L066 grey) ( ). That they oil] why 
' fay't == Pray ers filemtily, Me the People m 
Top a ings ſp their tices "mii 6A be ralllra: ahi 556 
For Fenn hits! f& #4 fix hundred years 04 
© Hive fie nf ceffirtiony' of the Poblick : 
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; tion, Mr. Calvin, though. he uſd to, pray. extempore + 
after his Le&ure, yet always .uſed a Form .before{a)*+ (4) Profe ad" 
and his Prayers before and aſter Sermon were rather ?r<. Calv.' 
bidding of Prayers, according to the ancient uſage, than ***** oye "I 
formal Prayers (5) : and as he uſed a Form himſelf, fo (5) Beza, i - 3 
he compoſed one for the Sunday-ſervice, which was af- pref. yr e 
terwards eſtabliſh'd by the Order at Geneve: And in bis I: 
- Letter to the Lord ProteQtor in the Reign of Edward © 
the Sixth, he thus declares his judgment concerning 
publick Forms (c): For ſo mach as concerns the Forms of (c) Calvin 
Prayers, and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, I highly approve that it *t- *7- 
be determined ſo, as that it may not be lawful for the Mini- | 
fters mitheir Adminiſtration to vary from it. © Nor is there _" 
any one reformed Church, whether Catviniſtical cr Lu- | 
theran, but what hath ſome publick Office or Form of 
Prayer, eſpecially for the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments. 'So that our Diſſenting Brethren in Exgland, 
who difallow the uſe of publick Forms, do ſtand alone 
by themſelves from all the World. And as for that 
extempore way. of praying which. they ſo much cele- 
| brate, and-for rhe ſake of which they deſpiſe and. vilifie 
F. our publick Liturgy as a Relick of Popiſh Idolatry ; 
they would do well to conſider who it was. that firſt in- 
troduc'd it into Exgland; and'ſet it up in oppoſition to 
our Liturgy. For firſt, there was one Faithful Commin 
a Dominican Friar, 'who in the gth of Elzz. to ſeduce - "I 
the People from the Church, thereby to ſerve the ends * 
of Popery,; began to pray extempore with ſuch wonder= E. 
ful'Zeal and Fervour, that be deluded a great many 
ſimplePeople ; for which he was afterwards amply re- 
warded by the hy: (4). Aﬀter him one Thomas Heath) vit.roxes 
a Jefuit. purſued” t e lame method, exclaiming againſt and Fire- 
our Liturgy,” #hd {crying up Spiritual or Extempore ens 
Prayers '(e , thereby to divide the People from our, (e) Id. p. 17+ 4 J 
li-k Worſhip, telling the Biſhop-of Rocheſter by whom "0 
| he 
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"he was examined, That he had been fix years is England, 
libouring/to refine the Proteſtants; and to take ft acks 
-( f) Of which of Ceremonies, 'and to make the Church purer (f).. And 1 
-ſeemore io " hope when our Brethren have well conſidered who it is 
NE Lenrned they joyn with, and whoſe Cauſe they advance, while 
Treatiſe, Fe they thus decry our Liturgy, an: dyance their own 
5eſs of Spare; Extempore Ptayers iri the Foom of it, they will at laſt 
- ri0n,beginning ſee eauſe to retfa& a miſtake wh ns it the Church 
-tp-I. bf Rome will have cauſe'to'thank them _a_ 


"Dat EEE. ; 
*IWhether it be lawful to ou with the 'uſe of Publick 
ed'? 


. Forms, when they are impo 


N anſwer to which, a'very few words will ſuffice : 

1 for it hath beenalready proved, that the uſe of pub- 

lick-Forms is univerſally lawful, there being nothing 

* either in Scripture, or the nature of the thing, that for- 
bids it ; but a great deal in both, that approves and 

warrants it : ſo that now the Queſtion is no more than 

this; Whether a lawful thing when impoſed, may be 

lawfully complied with > The a tive of which is 
ſufficiently proved in the Caſe of Indifferent Things. 
And indeed, if the Impoſition of Praying in publick by 

Forms, ' though lawful in it ſelf, may not be, lawfully I 
complied with, then neither may. the Impoſition of CY 

prayitig'extempore; and if ſo, then we muſt a& quite 

contrary to what we are commanded by Authority, 
and pray by Form when we are commanded to pray 
extempore, as well as extempore when we are com- 
manded to pray by Form : and if in lawful things Au- 
thority can oblige us to comply with this by comman- 
ding the contrary,” our liberty will be altogether as lis. 
able to reſtraint this way as the other, becauſe we ll 


inſiſt no farther upon i 
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| Peſos ro Communion with the Church of 
; 
2. A-Reſolution of ſome Cafes of Conſcience which . 
reſpeQt Church-Communion. 
3: The Cafe'of Thdifferent things uſed in. the Wor-- 
ſhip of God, AR and Stated, by conſidering theſe. 


4 A Dont aboutEdification. 
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